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Hospital amalgamation accusations and denials
ON Friday, June 14, Shadow Minister for 
Health, Georgie Crozier, released a statement 
saying, �Victorian patients and regional 
communities are paying the price for Labor�s 

Government admits health services will have 
their funding cut.

�[On Friday, June 14] Minister for Health, 

health services across Victoria would have 

per cent.

Labor Government continues to progress 
its secret plan to forcibly amalgamate health 
services which will lead to a loss of services 
and job cuts.�

She added, �Labor must come clean on their 
secret plan to cut funding and amalgamate 
health services across Victoria.  

Victoria�s health services which will make 
it impossible for them to continue to serve 
their community.

�Labor�s priorities are all wrong. Premier 

billion train line in Melbourne, but not the 

money to keep local health services up 
and running.

about rural hospital funding. It said, �More 

have been told their budgets will be slashed by 

services have been told they will receive 
cuts to their grants and will have to draw on 

said hospital bosses were shocked to learn 
of the planned cuts at a meeting between 

When contacted about the concerns raised, 
the state government released a statement, 

focused on patients, not politics, injecting 
more money into our health system than 
ever before.

�[Friday�s] media reporting about health 
funding, pushed along by the Shadow 
Health Minister Georgie Crozier, is 
categorically false.

funding and our health services plan is also 

is no secret plan.

will be invested into our health services, with 

to be delivered to our hospitals.

Victorian Budget 2024/25 is delivering 
a new multi-year investment, with an extra 

continue delivering world-class care.

alone our health services will share in an 

�In true Liberal National fashion, the 
ongoing spread of misinformation and lies 
about hospital funding has some communities 
concerned, but these lies could not be further 
from the truth.

to deliver care.

from hospitals for increased funding and 
budget certainty to better meet changing 
healthcare needs, as well as funding that 

�It is an important reset that aims to provide 
greater sustainability and transitions away 
from the previous model during COVID-19, 
where health services were paid for activity 
that was not being delivered.

can plan further in advance using available 
resources to achieve the best outcomes for 
all Victorians.

work with the Department of Health to 
ensure government funding is focused on 
frontline care.�

added, �While others are playing politics, 
we are focused on delivering patients the 
best care and that is exactly what our record 
investment into our hospitals will deliver.

�Unlike the Liberals and Nations who 

on delivering more doctors and nurses, better 
facilities and the best possible care to all 
Victorians no matter where they live.�

Attendees at the meeting opposing the creation of a new national park in the Central Highlands. -AR

Meeting opposes Great Forest National Park
the Yea Shire Hall on the evening 

the proposed national park in the 

of people attended the event.

Shar man who researches 
government bodies. He was 

concerned about the economic 
losses which would impact 
the area if a national park was 
declared. He added that according 

per cent of respondents wanted a 

whether only urban people 
were surveyed.

He cited the number of 

recreational hunters and four 

wheel drivers who use the forest, 

as well as speaking about how 

and people with dogs will be 

locked out. He also asked where 

He suggested that if only a small 
area is made available to people to 
use, then it will be over-used and 
eventually this too will be closed, 
and that the cost for using national 
parks may be prohibitive.

Daryl Cochran from Yarra 
Junction said that a lock-up 
would remove commonsense 

stewardship, and was concerned 
about the build up of fuel loads in 

situations, and believes that 
Crown land should remain in the 
hands of the public.

Nillumbik Shire Councillor 
Karen Egan spoke about mental 
health and the importance of 
outdoor activity in recovery. She 
also said that the mental health 

could be long-lasting. She believes 

Carly Murphy from Victorians 
against the Great Forest National 
Park said that she was angry on 
behalf of the people who will lose 
their freedoms if a national park 
is created. She said that it is �Not 

Freedom Party expressed her 
opposition to the creation of a 
new national park in the Central 
Highlands, and like the others, 
was concerned about the fuel load 

highlighted the Public Land Act 
and the Offshore Wind Farm 
Act as being important pieces of 
upcoming legislation.

Member for Eildon Cindy 
McLeish spoke about the 
Eminent Panel�s consultations, 
and her concerns that issues such 
as deer and wild dogs are not 
being considered. She is calling 
on the government to reject the 

government is not looking after 
the national parks that they have. 
She strongly encouraged people to 
get the word out about the issue, 
and asked that people use the 
bush responsibly.
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Weekly Weather 
June 19 - June 25, 2024

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon D/S 12pm Mon 1.39 steady below minor

Rubicon River at Rubicon 12pm Mon 0.49 steady  

Acheron River at Taggerty 11.59am Mon 0.61 steady below minor

Home Creek at Yarck 11.49am Mon 0.18 steady

Yea River at Devlins Bridge 10.26am Mon 0.49 steady below minor

Yea River at Yea 11.22am Mon 0.60 steady

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 12pm Mon 3.52 steady   

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 12pm Mon 0.46 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Trawool 12pm Mon 1.04 steady below minor

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 12pm Mon 0.32 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Seymour 12pm Mon 1.36 steady below minor 

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 9.54am Mon 1.18 steady   

**ISSUED AT 12.15PM ON MONDAY, 17 JUNE 2024

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT

TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra.................................... N/Amm

Buxton......................................... 27.5mm

Eildon (AWS)..................................... 17mm

Flowerdale...................................... 18mm

Jamieson......................................... 42mm

Kinglake......................................... 22mm

Lake Eildon.................................... 22mm

Mans eld........................................ 13mm

Taggerty ......................................... 27mm

Yarck .............................................. 17mm

Yea...................................................10mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week....................286.43m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................90.3%
Metres below full supply...................................2.47m
Daily in ow ..................................................650ML
Release...........................................................2000ML 
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................48%

DISTRICT RAINFALL

LAKE EILDON

CONTACT DETAILS
CLASSIFIEDS AND COMMERCIAL PRINTING

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

MANAGER AND ACCOUNTS Karen Morrison 
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au 
accounts@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ADVERTISING - asu
1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

EDITOR Anne Richey 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au
journalist@alexandranewspapers.com.au 

Milly) reporter@alexandranewspapers.com.au

SPORTS
sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
Telephone: 5772 1002 Fax: 5772 1603

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday-Friday

PUBLISHERS

Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd 43 Grant Street, Alexandra 
Victoria 3714. Material published in this edition is subject 
to copyright provisions, and cannot be used without the 
company�s permission. Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd 
accepts no responsibility for the unauthorised republication 
of such material. Print Post Approved - PP 100000292

CONTACT DETAILS
CLASSIFIEDS AND COMMERCIAL PRINTING

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

MANAGER AND ACCOUNTS Karen Morrison 
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au 
accounts@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ADVERTISING - asu
1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

EDITOR Anne Richey 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au
journalist@alexandranewspapers.com.au 

Milly) reporter@alexandranewspapers.com.au

SPORTS
sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
Telephone: 5772 1002 Fax: 5772 1603TT

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday-Friday

PUBLISHERS

Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd 43 Grant Street, AlexandraPt Ltd 43 G t S
Victoria 3714. Material published in this edition is subject 
to copyright provisions, and cannot be used without the 
company�s permission. Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd 
accepts no responsibility for the unauthorised republication 
of such material. Print Post Approved - PP 100000292

Independantly owned and operated and in no way associated
 with any other media outlet.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 

 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 

not publish defamatory letters, or content 

which is o ensive, threatening or containing 

personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 

edited before going to print.

All letters must contain writers name, 

address and contact number. (not necessarily 

for publication). Letters without these details 

supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 

for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

Thursday 5pm

Thursday noon

Thursday 5pm

Monday noon

Monday 9am

Monday 10am

Monday 9am

Monday 10am
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DEADLINES

If you have any enquiries please do 

not hesitate to contact the o ce on

5772 1002 or 

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

Alexandra District Health
5772 0900

Yea & District Memorial 
Hospital 5736 0400

In an emergency dial
000

IT�S NOT OKAY
To yell at our sta .

To swear at our sta .

To be rude to our sta .

To abuse our sta  in anyway.

To be disrespectful to our sta .

To show threatening beha iour

 towards our sta .

If you do, we ha e the right to as  you 

to lea e our o ce and we may contact 

the police, or we may disconnect your 

call.

If you ha e a problem or complaint, we 
are happy to listen if you discuss this 
with us politely, please don t ta e your 

anger out on us.

Hands off our hospital

MARY-ANNE Thomas, State Labor Health 
Minister, plans to dissolve 72 hospital boards 
across Victoria by amalgamating them into 
six metropolitan and six regional boards to 
administer the health needs of the state. To 
save as much money as she can.

Alexandra Hospital will lose its autonomy 

our local needs. It is proposed to amalgamate 
us with the Yea, Wangaratta, Benalla, 

administration of the Shepparton Board.

Like many regional hospitals, the Alexandra 
hospital has been self governing for over 100 
years. It is now proposed to oversee and 
administer this hospital from one board in 
distant Shepparton.

Mary-Anne Thomas is proposing to cut 
funding by up to 30 per cent. This will have 
disastrous effects on our acute, inpatient 
operations. It will have a severe impact on 
the extensive allied health services which we 
provide for the local area.

This funding cutback puts us in danger of 
losing some or even all of our 13 specialists 
and surgeons, who throughout the month see 
local patients. This allows local people the 
choice of not having to travel long distances 
to see a specialist.

A petition to the Legislative Assembly is 
available for you to sign as soon as possible. 
The petition will be available at the pharmacy, 
supermarket, hotels, cafes in Alexandra, 
Eildon, Thornton, Taggerty and Marysville.

It is a matter of great urgency that we have 
as many signatures of local people as possible.

We encourage to write to state politicians 
concerning this disast rous money 
grabbing proposal.

Linda and Ian Davis, Alexandra

Hands off the Yea hospital

A PUBLIC meeting is being held on Saturday, 
June 22 at 9.30am in the Yea Shire Hall to 
inform people of the Victorian Government�s 

proposed Health Service Plan.

Yea and district community have 
been eagerly signing the petition requesting 
the Victorian Government not to force the 
amalgamation of health services in regional 
Victoria and particularly to retain the Yea and 
District Memorial Hospital�s local board and 
allied health services.

We have also asked that the Independent 
Expert Advisory advice used to develop the 
Health Services Plan be openly released to the 
public and that genuine public consultation 
be undertaken.

At the moment there is a veil of secrecy 
sur rounding the proposed changes 
and amalgamation.

The petition will be presented to the 
Legislative Assembly by our local Member 
of Parliament, Cindy McLeish.

The Yea community has to stand up, 
be proactive and defend its health service 
and hospital.

Jan Beer, Yea

Hospital amalgamations

PATIENTS referred to Victorian public 
hospitals for hip or knee replacements have to 
wait years before the referral is acknowledged 
and an appointment made, and more years 
before surgery, due to lack of funding. 
Meanwhile they become dependent on opioids 
and some feel it is better off not being alive. 
Non-urgent referrals for neurosurgeons would 
be double that, and unless you�re in crisis you 

as an outpatient.

Since Labor came to power in 2014 with 
Daniel Andrew�s win, growth in public service 
numbers has more than doubled population 
growth and wages have similarly ballooned. 
Labor is beholden to their union supporters, 
with spending on Big Build infrastructure 
persistently grossly over budget. The East-
West link and the vote-earning pledge to 
hold regional Commonwealth Games have 
been cancelled at enormous cost. Since 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Victoria�s debt 

has equalled that of Queensland, NSW and 
Tasmania combined, and is heading towards 
$200 billion.

Australia�s productivity has decreased, and 
hospital administrators need to demonstrate 
how they improve patient care and training 
of health workers, or face reduced hours 
or job cuts. Working from home, the 
push for shorter weeks and higher wages 
have impacted efficiency. The possible 
amalgamation of health services in Victoria 
is part of the process to reign in government 
debt through overspending, and we can only 
hope that patient care at the coalface will not 
be heavily affected. Our hospital in Alexandra 
has already lost pathology lab testing, some 
specialist medical services and x-ray capacity 
in recent years, as well as face to face care by 
doctors in the evenings and overnight.

Dr Lachlan Fraser, Alexandra

David Purcell

THE committee of Yea Racing was saddened 
to hear of the passing of Healesville Picnic 
Racing Club Chairman David Purcell 
last Wednesday.

As well as Healesville, David had been 
a great supporter of Picnic Racing overall, 
serving with Mansfield Chair Leanne 
Blackwell and Yea�s Denis Smith on the 
Picnic Working group, an advisory body to 
Country Racing Victoria for several years.

David and several of his committee were 
regular and enthusiastic attendees at most 
of Yea Racing events, and he was looking 
forward to Yea opening the Picnic Racing 

Saturday, October 19.

David Purcell had another connect to Yea 
being related to the owners of the famous 
Purcell grocery in Yea, now Marmalade cafe. 
It is planned to have a memorial service for 
David at Healesville on Saturday, July 6.

Kind regards, Denis Smith, Yea Racing

Letters to the Editor

Continued Page 11
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Native timber support 
available now

Native timber harvesting has ended in Victoria but 

support is still available.

Native timber businesses, workers and communities 

can continue to access a range of support including:

• The Victorian Forestry Worker Support Program

–including payments and training, 1:1 case 

management, employment services, health 

and wellbeing support.

• Business support

– including exit packages and funding 

to help diversify. 

• Community support

– health and wellbeing services and 

community development planning 

and funding.

For more information:

• Forestry Transition hotline - 

1800 318 182 

• Victorian Forestry Worker 

Support Program - 1800 122 001 

vic.gov.au/forestry 

P
P
0
0
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throughout the Murrindindi Shire

A LOCAL, WHO KNOWS LOCAL NEEDS

ALL HOURS
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Garnet Bailey 0417 346 214

Chris Walsh 0407 194 037

Get your 
building plans 
printed with us
A2 Black & White $2 per copy
A2 Colour $5 per copy

A1 Black & White $5 per copy
A1 Colour $8 per copy
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P.O. Box 5, Alexandra, 3714
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Victory bee sweet
A HONEY produced from a 

beehive in Alexandra has won 

a prize at the annual conference 

of the Victorian Apiarist�s 

Association (VAA).

It was provided to Liz Baker 
who runs her Dindi Bee Supplies 
business at 15 High Street in Yea.

She says her creamed honey 
was decided as the winner in its 
competition class at the annual 

Liz from Dindi Bee Supplies with her award. -S

Foundation 

Murrindindi 

helps towards 

improving youth 

mental health
FOUNDATION Murrindindi�s 2024 
Youth and Wellbeing Grants were recently 
announced to the following recipients: 
Sacred Heart Primary School in Yea 
received funding to go towards the school�s 
Mental Health and Wellbeing days; 
Goulburn Valley Suicide Awareness Group 
received funding for the Alexandra Youth 
SPOT/Space; the Flowerdale Community 
House received funding for the Skittles 
Youth Group for LGBTQIA+; Friends 
of the Library in Alexandra and District 
received funding for the Creative Bytes 
Workshops; and the Kinglake Ranges 
Neighbourhood house received funding 
for the Kinglake school holiday program.

The community led projects will support 
young people to meaningfully connect 
in their local community for improved 
mental health and wellbeing across the 
Murrindindi Shire.

The grants were made possible through 
community donations from Foundation 
Murrindindi�s comedy night fundraiser 
in 2023.

Water increase for Goulburn river this winter
A DELIVERY of water for the environment 
into the Goulburn River this month will 

Known as a winter fresh, water released 
from Lake Eildon will increase the height of 
the mid Goulburn River for a short period 

Seymour, Murchison, Shepparton and further 
downstream.

Goulburn Broken Catchment Management 
Authority (GBCMA) environmental water 
manager, Simon Casanelia, said the water 
delivery would help maintain the health and 
functioning of the Goulburn River through 
increasing habitat by moving sediment out of 
deep pools and putting it on the banks.  

�While it�s occurring, the fresh will 
increase the habitat available for native 

connected anabranches and wetlands,� Mr 
Casanelia said.

�Winter is when platypus forage for food 
and build their nests. The winter fresh reminds 
the platypus to build their nests nice and high 
to keep their eggs and young from drowning 
if the river rises later in the year.�

Mr Casanelia said water for the environment, 
which is water allocated and managed to 
improve the health of rivers, wetlands and 

river was dammed and regulated.

�By providing this water we can do our 

by improving water quality and helping to 

with a delivery of water for the environment 

The fresh is planned for delivery from 

day. It will peak in July at approximately 

9500ML/day (a river height of 5.6m at 
Shepparton) before slowly dropping back to 
approximately 1000ML/day (a river height of 

Shepparton). In the case of forecast rain, 

or stopped.

Environmental f lows are planned by 
the GBCMA in consultation with the 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder 
(CEWH) and the Victorian Environmental 
Water Holder (VEWH). The f lows are 
authorised by the VEWH in line with its 

available for download from vewh.vic.gov.au, 
with regular watering updates posted on the 
GBCMA website gbcma.vic.gov.au

To check how water for the environment 

the hydrograph that is updated weekly on 
GBCMA�s website fchmccoys.hydronet.com/

conference of the VAA held in 
Wonthaggi last week.

Liz says �the beehive which 
produced the honey is quite near 
to the McKenzie Reserve, so I 
suspect that the vegetation there 
was a contributor to the honey.

Liz says she pressed the honey 
from bee hive frames herself and 
she has had limited quantities for 
sale at her Yea shop for $10 per 
500 gram jar.

�Alexandra and parts of 
Murrindindi Shire like Yea, 
Highlands, Thornton and Eildon 
have a number of active hobby 
beekeepers and the number of 
bee hives locally is growing 
quite nicely.

�Many garden owners use 
their beehives to pollinate 
their vegetable crops and if the 
season is right, they can be quite 

beekeeping as a great interest and 
a quite therapeutic experience.�

It was disclosed at the VAA 
conference in Wonthaggi that 
Victoria�s bee industry has a 
value of over $350 million in 

terms of contribution to food 
production and services provided 
to the horticulture and related 
sectors for pollination services.

There are 11,000 beekeepers 

the Department of Agriculture 
although the actual number is 
thought to be twice this.

There are almost 300 large 
scale or commercial beekeepers 
operating in Victoria with over 
1000 hives with the largest 
commercial business having over 
7500 hives.

The almond industry largely 
around Mildura needs 33,000 
hives brought in each August 
from locally and interstate to 
pollinate almond trees.

For that important plantation 
industry, it�s a case of no bees, 
then no almonds.

The deadly pest of the Varroa 
Mite (varroa destructor) which 
lives on the bees and ultimately 
kills them is yet to reach 
Victoria and all apiarists are 
working to implement important 
control methods.
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Available from these retail outlets

Alexandra FoodWorks
Alexandra Newsagency
Alexandra Newspapers
Alexandra Endeavour

Hazeldene Store
Merton General Store

Metro Narby
Seymour Newsagency

Simpsons Caltex
Shell Thornton

Yarck Meat and Produce
Yea FoodWorks

Yea Newsagency

Alexandra Newspapers are 
members of:

Church Services 

ST PETER�S MEMORIAL 
ANGLICAN CHURCH

Cnr Bald Spur/Whittlesea Kinglake Rds,  
Sunday Services, 8.30am Communion.

 Minister: Rev. Ruwan Palapathwala 
0458 113 099
- - - - - - - -  

ST LUKE�S ANGLICAN CHURCH 
OF YEA

Sunday Service time 11am
Prayerful Re ection - held each Tuesday, 

10am to 11am - all welcome
Father Mario Hendricks

 Ph: 0435 953 777 
- - - - - - - -  

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF 
 ALEXANDRA AND YEA

Parish Priest, Father Jose Mathew
0459 402 547

St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm
Immaculate Conception Parish

Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

- - - - - - - - 
CATHOLIC PARISH OF 

KINGLAKE
Fr Martin Ashe, Parish Priest

 Ph 9717 6482
St Mary�s Kinglake: Sunday 8.30am

- - - - - - - - 
SCOTS PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH, YEA
Station Street Yea 

Sunday Service 11.15am
Colin Whiteway 

Ph 0457 340 525
- - - - - - - -  

UNITING CHURCH
1st and 3rd Sundays 9am, 1050 Main Road, 

Kinglake West. 9716 2330

WEEKLY
Thu Town Club, RSL Hall, 6-8pm. Ph 5797 2179
Sun  AA  Anglican Church, Alexandra 7pm PH  0402 428 086 
Sun Alanon Recovery, start 5.30pm. Ph Sheila 0402 428 086 

. MONTHLY

1st Mon St Luke�s Seniors, St Lukes Hall, Ph Jenny 0407 972 099
1st Thu Yea Hospital/Rosebank Aux 2pm. Ph 5797 3057

2rd Sat Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
2nd Thu Yea Garden Club Yea RSL Hall 1.30pm Ph 0439 870 315

4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Yea CWA Yea RSL Hall, 1.30pm Ph 0400 424 888
Last Fri Yea-Kinglake RSL, 11.30am RSL Hall, Ph 5796 9353

For a $5 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation�s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is 
this a reminder to your regular members but also a good 
source of what groups are available in the community, 

when they meet and a contact phone number.

Local Radio Frequency
UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands

UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene

UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

COMMUNITY DIARY

THE items in Out and About are sourced from 
our advertising and news stories. Out and About 
is not a free community listing diary. Not all 
items can be included and are placed at the 
discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

* * * * * * * * *

THURSDAY, JUNE 20

Let�s Talk; A space for men. Yea Shire Hall, 
from noon, concluding at 2pm or stay until 
3pm for a chat. Free entry, free pies, plenty of 
guest speakers. This event is for men, boys and 
anyone with an interest in the issues impacting 
men and boys. Network with community peers, 
discuss challenges of being a man in 2024, 
learn tools to improve relationships, unlock 
your community leadership potential. Register 
with the bar code in the ad in this week�s 
editions or email communitydevelopment@
murrindindi.vic.gov.au

THUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWNTHUMBS DOWN

THUMBS UPTHUMBS UPTHUMBS UP

Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down is a reader’s 
contribution section of Alexandra Newspapers. 

Send your Thumbs Up or Thumbs Down to 
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Contributions will be edited and/or published 
at the Editor’s discretion. We request that this 

section not be used as a slander attack on 
persons, businesses or property

THUMBS UP: To the wonderful truck 
and ute drivers passing our property 
on their way to Yarck and beyond 
after the truck and ute show. Our two 
small grandsons waited patiently at 
the letterbox, waving to the trucks 
and utes as they passed by, and 
received a honk and a wave from the 
drivers. Having seen the trucks and 
utes at the show, it made two little 
boys’ day.

THUMBS UP: Congratulations 
to all of the players, coaches and 
spectators at the Yea and Alexandra 
netball on Sunday. Every game was 
played hard, fairly and respectfully. 
You should all be very proud of 
yourselves. That is exactly how 
junior sport should be played.

The future of the Central Highlands’ 

forests discussed in Parliament
ON Monday, May 27, Environment Minister 
Steve Dimopoulos was questioned about the 
Great Outdoors Taskforce (GOT) as well as 
the Victorian Environmental Assessment 
Authority (VEAC) and the Eminent Panel 
for Community Engagement (EPCE).

Labor�s Michael Galea asked Minister 
Dimopoulos about the GOT�s remit, 
parameters, timelines and projects.

Minister Dimopoulos responded that the 
GOT �should bring a lot of good opportunities 
and joy to the Victorian community.�

He said, �We have established a taskforce 
effectively to give us advice in about a year�s 
time, so about this time next year, on what 
other options are there right across the board 
for the land that was previously given over 
to native timber harvesting.

�If you look at that land, it is 1.8 million 
hectares, and that and the existing state 
forest effectively present an opportunity 
the size of which is bigger than Tasmania as 
a parcel of land. I think it is incumbent on 
all of us to set the best kind of governance 
model to see what we do in this land.�

He spoke about former Environment 
Minister Lisa Neville chairing the GOT 
committee, as well as the Indigenous 
representation, �environmental experts� 
and �outdoor recreation people� and 
�tourism people.�

He did not mention that the Chair of 
VEAC and the Chair of the Eminent Panel 
have been appointed to the GOT. The plurals 
appear to be unnecessary as the only other 
announced members of the GOT committee 
are the Chair of the Victorian Fisheries 
Authority and the CEO of Destination 
Gippsland. The media contact advised that 
no further members have been added to 
the panel.

The minister continued, �I am conscious� 
that these communities in Gippsland 
predominantly but elsewhere in Victoria 
deserve economic opportunities as much as 
they deserve other opportunities, including 
to conserve areas which need conservation.

�We are conscious that, with the decision 
to end native timber harvesting, these 

from new industries, including tourism and 
outdoor recreation opportunities. We are not 
about shutting those down, we are about 
providing an authorising environment for 
that to happen. That is why it is called the 
Great Outdoors Taskforce, because that is 
the ambition. It will be amazing.�

He spoke about the Indigenous 
involvement in the decision-making and 
possible Indigenous-associated tourism.

He then added, �We want to market 
this state as a place to come and enjoy the 
outdoors, both from a tourism perspective 
and from a cost-of-living perspective. The 
government is really, really clear that public 
land should be for public use. That means 
people should be encouraged and supported 
to go hiking, walking, birdwatching or 
camping. We have got a range of programs 
to support that already through half-price 
camping fees, you can camp for free in most 
parts of Victoria, in those parts of Victoria 
where there are camping grounds.�

Liberal member Bev McArthur noted that 
�Late last year the Victorian Environmental 
Assessment Council recommended 
converting about 75 per cent, that is 300,000 
hectares, of the 389,725 hectares of state 
forest into a large protected area, such 
as a national park, that would merge the 
existing Yarra Ranges, Kinglake, Lake 
Eildon and Baw Baw national parks and the 
Bunyip, Cathedral Range and Moondarra 
state parks.�

The minister was asked whether he had 
�personally undertaken any consultation 
with community groups and residents of the 
Yarra Ranges, Kinglake, Lake Eildon and 
Baw Baw national parks and the Bunyip, 
Cathedral Range and Moondarra state 
parks who will be affected by this national 
park conversion?�

The minister responded, �When the 
government decided that we would 
withdraw from native timber harvesting 
it set in motion some work to be done by 

the Victorian Environmental Assessment 
Council, VEAC, which is an important 
part of government apparatus, to do value 
assessment around forest values, biodiversity 
values and environmental values. It then 
gave a report� to the eminent panel for 
community engagement, another body 
that government established to see through 
consultation with the community.

�You have got the Eminent Panel here, 
and they have received a report from VEAC, 
which is one element of their information 
source, if you like. They have gone around 
Victoria, they are doing consultation, and 
it has been extraordinarily successful. 
Hundreds of people have rocked up to town 
hall-type meetings right through regional 
Victoria to engage the Eminent Panel on 
their ideas for what should happen to those 
areas you reference and other areas. Once 
that eminent panel has done its work, that 
and the Great Outdoors Taskforce work, 
which Mr Galea referenced, will all come to 
government through me, and we will make 
a determination in relation to what should 
happen on those lands.�

It was estimated that the Great Outdoors 
Taskforce would report back in about a 
year�s time.

He said of the Eminent Panel�s consultation, 
�This is a big community consultation, and 
I love that people have embraced it, Mrs 
McArthur. I have absolutely spoken to the 
communities I have gone to visit, whether 
it be in Mirboo North and other parts of 
Gippsland or whether it be in the Grampians 
or other areas.�

Ms McArthur noted that the AMWU, 
ETA and CFMEU have also stated their 
opposition to �locking up this park and 
throwing away the keys, which is what 
effectively will happen. They have joined 
with a multitude of outdoor recreation 
groups who are absolutely opposed to 
what you are about to do. You do not 
have the community onside. Clearly these 
recreational activities of the sporting 
shooters association, VRFish, mining and 
prospectors, Australian climbing, they are 
all very concerned about what you are about 
to do. How do you argue the case that you 
are not going to lock up the park and throw 
away the keys?�

Mr Dimopoulos responded, �This Premier 
and this government is absolutely committed 
to outdoor recreation, absolutely committed 
to communities in regional Victoria having 
economic activities, including tourism and 
outdoor recreation activities. We are not 
about locking up anything, Mrs McArthur. 
We are about protecting our natural 
environment but also allowing people to 
enjoy it in whatever way they enjoy their 
outdoor recreation activities. That is why 
we did not ban duck hunting. That is why 

in Australia. That is why we are doing a 
power of work through this Great Outdoors 
Taskforce for mountain bike riding and 
four-wheel driving, a whole range of, but 
you cannot do every one of those activities 
on every bit of land.�

Nationals member Danny O�Brien asked, 
�Will you guarantee then that horseriding, 
bushwalking, prospecting and mining, 

those areas of state forest that are currently 
under consideration?�

The minister responded, �What I can tell 
you is all those things will be allowed in 
different parts of Victoria, yes.�

Danny O�Brien asked, �You are going to 
create the great forest national park, aren�t 
you? That is your legacy to the world.�

After some to-ing and fro-ing, the minister 
said, �I answered the question by saying that 
we are not about locking up forests. What 
we are about is people being able to have 
outdoor recreation.�

Bev McArthur kept pressing the point, 
�Will all those groups have access to this 
new national park? Guarantee them.�

Danny O�Brien responded to this after it 
was found that the minister had answered 
the question. He said, �I actually think he 
did, Mrs McArthur. I think the answer was, 
�No, we will not guarantee it.��

Funding to preserve 

Victorian community history

THE state government is preserving the 
history of Victoria by providing funding for 
organisations at the heart of local communities 
to research, record and showcase local history.

Minister for Government Services, 
Gabrielle Williams, recently announced that 
42 organisations will share in $350,000 of 
funding from the government�s Local History 
Grants Program
will continue into 2025.

�The projects we are supporting through the 
Local History Grants Program will celebrate 
Victoria�s history and preserve it for future 
generations,� Ms Williams said.

�Community groups across the state do 
important work showcasing our local history, 
and we are proud to support them through the 
Local History Grants Program.�

The projects include newspaper and 
photograph digitisation works, memorial 
websites, digital histories, oral histories and 
archiving projects. 

Locally, the Taungurung Land and Waters 
Council will receive $13,545 to catalogue its 
Aboriginal heritage artefacts.

and Keeper of Public Records, Justine 
Heazlewood, said she was proud to see so 
much money going towards history projects.

�For 22 years, the Local History Grants 
Program has ensured the stories and 
collections of Victoria�s history are not 
forgotten. We are pleased to see $350,000 
shared among such worthy projects in 2024.�

The state government is supporting the next 
round of the Local History Grants Program 
and Victorian Community History Awards, 
with applications to open later this year.
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Four-Year-Old Kinder is 
becoming Pre-Prep.
In 2025, Pre-Prep will be available for 16–30 hours per week in Murrindindi Shire.

Pre-Prep means more time to develop important social and emotional skills. Learning 

through play helps children explore, solve problems, communicate and create, while 

forming positive relationships and making friends – getting them ready for school and life.

Enrol for 2025. Speak with your preferred kinder service or local council today about how 

to register for a place or to learn more visit vic.gov.au/pre-prep

Nominations open 

for Senior Awards
THE Victorian Government is asking 
Victorians to recognise the contributions 
of senior Victorians by submitting 
nominations for the Victorian Senior of 
the Year Awards.

Minister for Ageing Ingrid Stitt 
announced the opening of nominations 
for the 2024 Victorian Senior of the Year 
Awards, celebrating senior Victorians who 
share their skills, experience, time and 
energy with the community.

There are six categories of awards, 
including Premier�s Award for Victorian 
Senior of the Year for outstanding 
contribution to local community and 
Victoria, Promotion of Multiculturalism 
Award for promoting the benefits of 
cultural diversity, Healthy and Active 
Living Award for helping create active and 
healthy communities, Veteran Community 
Award for exceptional contributions to the 
veteran community, Ageing Well Award 
for combatting ageism and promoting 
ageing well initiatives, and Council on 
the Ageing Victorian Senior Achiever 

communities and Victoria.

The award ceremony will be held in 
October, coinciding with the annual 
Victorian Seniors Festival. All nominees 

their contributions.

This year, the nomination process is more 
accessible than ever before. Nominations 
can be submitted digitally through a new 
online platform until August 11, making it 
even easier to nominate a deserving senior. 
Nominees must be aged 60 years or over, 
and 50 years or over for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Victorians.

To make a nomination, visit Seniors 
Online and complete a nomination form 
at seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/awards

Council sends second letter to Health Minister
To The Health Minister The Honorable Mary-
Anne Thomas MP

Open Letter: Hospital Boards, Leadership 
Consolidation and Funding Cuts

I AM writing as a follow-up to my previous 
letter dated May 27. In the absence of 
meaningful engagement with our community, 
there is growing anxiety about the ongoing 
review of health services and its potential 
implications for our residents� health and 
access to services. Murrindindi Shire has a 
long and proud history of active community 
engagement and support for our valued 
health services.

Our community has been actively involved 
in philanthropy and fundraising to develop and 
enhance our services and facilities, purchased 

to support development and services, taken 
leadership roles in service governance, 
including board participation, management, 
and volunteer efforts, and regularly supported 
and utilised local services.

There is a deep concern within our 
community about the potential loss of locally 
tailored services, especially given that our 
health outcomes are currently suboptimal 
and well below the state average, as outlined 
in our earlier correspondence. The shift 
towards larger centres, coupled with our daily 

non-existent public transport, exacerbates 
these worries.

We have been collaborating with both 
Alexandra and Yea hospitals on developing 
key worker housing to address critical 
housing shortages, which limits our ability 
to attract and retain essential skills. We hope 
that any changes will not impede the rollout 
of these housing projects, especially given 
the substantial local contributions made to 
purchase the land under the ownership of our 
local hospitals.

Having a dedicated CEO at the Yea 
Hospital, who has strong local connections 
and community networks, has yielded 

due to early interventions. In particular, 
the collaborative health programs run in 
conjunction with Yea Hospital, council, and 
Yea cattle saleyards, resulted in increased 
referrals for mental health support and other 
serious health conditions, as well as numerous 
skin checks, biopsies, cancer removals, and 
scheduled treatments.

Furthermore, through the Murrindindi 
Health Network, championed by local leaders 
of the various local health and aged care 
service providers, we achieved enhanced 
collaborations with universities and studies 
into rural and regional health outcomes, 

and fostering of local career opportunities, 
shared resources across hospitals, including 
mental health and skilled staff, and access to 
specialist equipment and services to support 
our community and improve health outcomes.

Our hospitals also provide federally 
funded aged care beds and other essential 
non-core activities that are crucial to a 
connected and healthy community. It 
remains unclear how these will be managed 
by larger regional organisations, which may 
lack local understanding, local engagement, 
and empathy for our circumstances. Our 
experience with federally funded aged 
care services delivered on a regional scale, 
highlights the need for transparent, town-

and equitable health outcomes. The issue 
of constrained access to aged care services 
and no transparent reporting on the regional 
delivery at a local level, has been raised with 
the federal minister.

The recent amalgamation of the Alpine 
Resorts (AR) has resulted in mid-week 
closures at Lake Mountain. This is despite 
comforting early rhetoric about consolidation 
savings being invested back into local product 
with the amalgamation of the ARs. Our 
lived reality is the withdrawal of services, 
shifting the focus away from local priorities, 

leading to negative economic and social 
impacts. These impacts are all inevitable 
consequences of mergers and consolidations 
without an empowered local focus. Active 
and engaged communities are healthier 
and more prosperous, and we believe this 
approach should be embedded in health 
service management.

While preparing this letter, I became aware 
of an ABC news article today indicating 
more than 20 Victorian hospitals will have 
their budgets slashed, with clawbacks up 
to 30 per cent. The impact of this decision, 

hospitals and the health outcomes for our 
community, which, as outlined in my earlier 
letter, are already suboptimal and below the 
state average.

On behalf of our community, we urgently 

Genuine consultation with council and our 
community over any proposed changes that 
impact our shire, an assurance of no loss of 
local jobs, no loss of local services or reduction 
in funding, an assurance that any changes will 
lead to improved health outcomes for our 
community, retention and valuing of local 
leadership and strong local representation 
in decision making, transparent reporting on 
health services and outcomes at the town level 
within Murrindindi Shire for benchmarking 
across other towns and municipalities, no 
disruption to progress in collaborations 
for key worker accommodation, education 
opportunities, and training and development, 
and continued collaboration and partnerships 
with other health providers in the Murrindindi 
Health Network including alcohol and drug 
services, dietetics, wound management skin 
excisions, etcetera.

Thank you for your attention to these 
critical issues. We look forward to your 
response and hope for the opportunity to 
discuss these matters further.

Yours sincerely,

Cr Damien Gallagher, Mayor, Murrindindi 
Shire Council
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Student of the Week
Proudly supported by  

Kinglake branch

 YEA PRIMARY SCHOOL

Congratulations to our Values Award winners from week eight.
 

Jagger, Angelina, Blake, Ella, Aleah, Haylee, Delilah and Xavier.

All students have demonstrated respect, resilience and responsibility.

Is your gas heater
carbon monoxide safe?

Get your gas heater serviced at least once 
every two years, by a qualifi ed gasfi tter. 
Energy Safe. Always | esv.vic.gov.au

Tiny steps forward around tiny house rules
TINY houses are a fast growing 
and popular trend, but the rules that 
surround them in terms of location 
and placement are not very clear cut.

Andrew Paxton, Murrindindi 
Shire Council�s Director of 
Community and Development, 
addressed the rules and regulations 
surrounding tiny houses as a form 
of secondary dwelling.

In particular, he spoke about the 
Secondary Dwelling Code Pilot 
Program that concluded on March 
8, 2022. Murrindindi Shire Council 
was one of four participants in 
the program.

He said,�The program was limited 
to serviced residential land where 
no overlays applied, effectively 
restricting it to certain areas of 
Alexandra, Yea, and Eildon. Despite 
the opportunity, council received no 
applications using the code.�

The rules surrounding tiny houses 

but there are still regulations that 
apply to them. They are treated 
the same as a normal dwelling 
and require relevant planning and 
building permits. However, if 
they are located on a block with 
an existing dwelling, they may be 
treated as a small second dwelling.

changes were made to the Victoria 
Planning Provisions in December 
2023. These changes introduced 
provisions for small second 
dwellings on properties containing 
an existing dwelling.

�These second dwellings, with a 
maximum total area of 60 square 
metres, contain all facilities found 
within a dwelling and can only be 
used as a principal place of residence, 
not for short term accommodation.

�Small second dwellings are 
largely exempt from planning permit 
requirements under the Murrindindi 
Planning Scheme. However, this 
exemption does not apply where an 
overlay is applicable and there may 
be siting requirements.�

Despite the planning permit 
exemption, a small second home still 
requires a building permit to meet 
siting, amenity, design, and safety 
requirements. It�s also important to 
note that these dwellings cannot be 
subdivided or separately sold off 
from the main home.

Council is not aware of any further 
changes to the Victoria Planning 
Provisions regarding these matters, 
since December 2023. Residents 
are encouraged to stay informed 
about any potential changes that may 
affect them.

Children’s 2024 National 

Songwriting Competition
FOR over 22 years, the National 
Songwriting Competition has 
been a platform to develop and 
drive the next generation of 
Australia�s music talent and is 
the largest youth songwriting 
competition in the country.

The competition is held 
annually and is free to enter for 
all school aged children, from 
Kindergarten to Year 12.

The competition offers children 
the chance to showcase their 
skills and convey their thoughts 
and emotions through the 
power of music, performance, 
and songwriting.

This year, a new category is 
introduced for the most inventive 
entry from a school group. The 

prize, valued over $10,000, will 
be an APRA AMCOS Song 
Makers Program delivered at the 
school by industry professionals.

The 2024 competition is made 
possible with the support of 
sponsors. In total, there will be 
over $30,000 in prizes to be won 
that will go towards supporting 
their musical journey.

Judging will be held in October 
2024 and will assess various 
aspects including the lyrics, 
melody, structure, and originality. 
The winners will be announced 
in November 2024.

For more informat iopn 
visit acmf.com.au/national-
songwriting-competition/
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Kids get it, why don’t we?

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Council is collecting input from local residents to form a

submission on behalf of the community. If you would like your

experience to inform the submission, please complete a form

at murrindindi.vic.gov.au/insurersinquiry by Sunday 30 June

2024.

In addition, you can submit your response directly to

aph.gov.au/floodinsurance by 31 July.

INQUIRY INTO INSURERS' RESPONSES

TO 2022 MAJOR FLOODS

Rural Council of Victoria warning 

a possible loss of services
A FEDERAL inquiry has been told 
rural communities across Australia 
are facing hard decisions about 
whether to close swimming pools, 
shut libraries, curb the use of sports 
facilities, abandon playgrounds, 
and severely cut or close aged care 
and childcare,

Rural Councils Victoria (RCV), 
in a submission to the Inquiry into 
Local Government Sustainability, 
has told the federal government 
that many small rural councils 
are on the financial brink and 
rural communities face losing 
essential community services and 
the only leisure facilities some 
communities have.

�We are at a point where we have 
to make some hard decisions,� Rural 
Councils Victoria Chair Cr Mary-
Ann Brown said.

�Councils only have two reliable 
sources of income, rates, which are 
capped, and grants, which have been 
declining in real terms for years.

�Small rural communities are 
resilient and self reliant but rural 
councils are being hit from many 
directions all at once.

�In recent years there have been 
successive natural disasters, a 
cost of living crisis, community 
expectations have changed and the 

council services has not kept up.

�Put simply, councils need more 
resources, and we need federal and 
state governments to help us keep 

�The best and easiest thing that the 
federal government could do for the 
sustainability of local government 
and small rural communities across 

Australia would be to increase the 
amount of the Financial Assistance 
Grants,� Cr Brown said.

�With communities and families 
across the country facing their own 
cost of living pressures, the option 
to raise revenue directly from 
communities is not a feasible one. 
Many in rural communities do not 
have the capacity to pay more,� Cr 
Brown said.

�Governments have all been 
guilty of �cost shifting�, forcing 
local government to take extra 
responsibilities without providing 
adequate funding, as well as cutting 
support for local government in 
real terms.

�RCV has surveyed member 
councils, and the survey results 
show that councils are being 
squeezed on both expenditure and 
revenue sides.

�The soaring costs of providing 
and maintaining infrastructure, 
such as roads and road maintenance, 
is being exacerbated by limits on 
rural councils� revenue sources, 
including the rate cap in Victoria.

�Without intervention, this 
problem will only get worse. 
If councils are not able to raise 
more money, they will not be able 
to meet the infrastructure and 
service delivery needs of their 
communities,� Cr Brown said.

�The largest source of operating 
grants for councils is from the 
Commonwealth Government 
through the Financial Assistance 
Grants program under the 
Local Government (Financial 
Assistance) Act 1995.

�Disappointingly, as a percentage 
of total Commonwealth Government 
taxation revenue (excluding GST), 
the amount of Financial Assistance 
Grants made available to local 
government across Australia has 
decreased from 0.76 per cent to 0.57 
per cent from 2011/12 to 2021/22.

�While the Commonwealth 
Government and the Victorian 
Government is able to earn uncapped 
taxation revenue that increases 
with economic and population 
growth, enabling increased living 
standards, the local government 

rate revenue to meet cost escalation 
and Financial Assistance Grants 
that have not increased in real terms 
on a per capita basis since 1995.�

The RCV submission to 
The House of Representatives 
Standing Committee on Regional 
Development, Infrastructure and 
Transport warned that unless 
further revenue can be raised by 
councils, they would be forced 
to review the services they offer 
and the infrastructure they build 
and maintain.

to pull out of services they do 
not see as core to their role in the 
community, the submission said.

The RCV survey of member 
councils found that about one third 
of councils have outsourced services 
in a bid to save money, with about a 
quarter saying they have also looked 
at raising fees and charges.

The sur vey showed that 
many councils have already 
cut jobs and extended plant 
replacement schedules.

Impressive stats 

for Operation Regal 

in Hume Region
MORE than 7000 offences were 
detected during a major road 
safety effort over the King�s 
Birthday long weekend. In 
the Hume Region service area 
only seven cases were part of 
the overall 7000 over the state.

Operation Regal saw police 
targeting high risk driving 
behaviour across the state over 
four days in an effort to drive 
down road trauma.

The number of infringements 
issued by police increased 
eight per cent on the same 
period last year, with speeding 
making up 40 per cent of all 
offences detected.

Police conducted 107,025 
preliminary breath tests, with 
one in every 541 motorists 
tested caught drink driving.

A further 147 drivers returned 
a positive roadside drug test, 
with 2263 tests conducted.

Automatic numberplate 
recognition technology helped 
police detect 410 unauthorised 
drivers, either for being 
unlicenced, disqualif ied 
or suspended.

The total 7099 offences 
detected during Operation 
Regal included, 2855 speeding 
offences, 676 unregistered 
vehicles, 410 disqualified/
suspended and unlicenced 
drivers, 259 disobey signs/
signals, 222 mobile phone 
offences, 198 drink driving 

of fences f rom 107,025 
preliminary breath tests, 147 
drug driving offences from 
2263 roadside drug tests, 
100 seatbelt offences, and 94 
vehicle impoundments.

In the Hume region the 
following infringements took 
place, one drink driver, zero 
drug drivers, one other drink/

zero unlicensed drivers, two 
speeding offences, three 
disobey signs/signals, and zero 
for seatbelt offences, mobile 
phone offences, unregistered 
vehicles, impoundments, and 
cyclist offences.

There were two lives lost 
over the long weekend which 
brings the total lives lost to 126 
in Victoria, with motorcyclist 
fatalities increasing to 33 
from 19 at the same time last 
year. Pedestrian fatalities have 
doubled to 20 from 10 at the 
same time last year.

With wet weather and poor 
visibility increasing as winter 
sets in across Victoria, police 
are urging motorists to take 
extra care on the roads and be 
on the lookout for vulnerable 
road users, par t icularly 
motorcyclists and pedestrians.

Police will remain highly 
visible on the roads across the 
state, with targeted operations 
to take place over the coming 
weeks focusing on vulnerable 
road user safety.
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23 Baker St, Wangaratta  |  Ph: (03) 5722 2663  |  garrynash.com.au  |

PRIME RESIDENCE TO RENOVATE

25 Park Avenue, Eildon VIC 3713      LAND: 1,393m2

• Three bedroom home with two ensuites, fully tiled bathroom and polished floorboards

• Nestled in peaceful location with parklands both front and rear

• Enjoy Lake Eildon for boating, water sports and fishing, or hike through national parks

• Nearby wineries in Alexandra and ski fields only a short drive away for fun filled weekends

• Complete the renovation to create your dream family getaway

INSPECTIONS BY APPOINTMENT. TERMS: 10% DEPOSIT. SETTLEMENT WITHIN 60 DAYS.

FOR SALE BY AUCTION
SATURDAY 29TH JUNE @ 11AM ON SITE & ONLINE

FOR AUCTION UNDER INSTRUCTIONS BY MURRINDINDI SHIRE COUNCIL FOR RATE RECOVERY
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Tax advice for rental property owners
warning rental property owners that their tax 
returns are in the spotlight this tax time and 
needs to be correct.

ATO Assistant Commissioner Rob 
Thomson explained the ATO has found 
the majority of rental property owners are 
making errors in their tax returns, despite 86 
per cent using a registered tax agent.

The most common mistake is not 
understanding what expenses can be claimed 
and when. In particular, the difference 
between what can be claimed for repairs 
and maintenance versus capital expenses.

Other mistakes on the ATO�s radar 
include overclaimed deductions and a 
lack of documentation to substantiate the 
expenses claimed.

�We understand rental property owners 

in their properties. By getting your tax return 

track,� Mr Thomson said.

The ATO receives data from a range 

insurance companies, property managers 
and sharing economy providers, and cross 
checks this data to determine the accuracy of 
tax returns lodged by rental property owners.

�If you use a tax agent, make sure you let 
them know all about your rental property, 
including full records of your expenses. If 
you have a nagging question or something 
doesn�t make sense, make sure you ask your 
agent when you�re working with them.�

�Rental property investments and taxation 
can get tricky, so it pays to get the right advice 
from the very beginning,� Mr Thomson said.

Rental property owners can claim 
deductions only to the extent they�re incurred 
in producing income. This means any costs 
you incur in generating rental income each 
year, may be claimed for the same period. 
There are some exceptions.

replace damaged items in a rental property. 
But there is a bit of a myth that all expenses 
can be claimed immediately.

�A repair can usually be claimed straight 
away but capital items, think dishwashers, 
curtains or heaters, can only be claimed 
immediately if they cost $300 or less, 
otherwise they need to be claimed over time,� 
Mr Thomson said.

�We sometimes see rental property owners 
�double dip� on expenses that the property 
manager has arranged and included on the 
property�s income and expenses report for the 
year. Often, property managers will pay for 
expenses like repairs from the rent received. 
The amount they then remit to the property 
owner is net of these expenses. They will also 
send the property owner a copy of the invoice 
for their records.� Mr Thomson said.

Rental property owners can only claim for 
amounts that they incur, so even if there are 
two records for the same expense, the amount 
can only be claimed once.

One of the most common deductions 
claimed by rental property owners is interest 
on mortgages. Based on previous years data, 
the ATO estimates incorrectly reporting 
interest expenses account for 42 per cent of 
the $1.2 billion Individuals Not in Business 
tax gap associated with rental properties.

A common issue with interest deductions is 

a loan for their rental property and using the 
money to pay for private expenses like a 
new car, school fees or a holiday, then claim 
the whole amount of interest charged on the 
investment loan for the year as a deduction.

�For example, if you have an $800,000 
mortgage for a rental property and then 
add $50,000 to the loan to upgrade your 
family car, you can only claim the interest 
on the initial $800,000, not the interest 
on $850,000.

�It�s also not a matter of simply paying 
back the private part of the loan and then 
claiming all interest as deductible. Payments 
must be apportioned between the private and 
investment components for the life of the 
loan,� Mr Thomson said.

A deduction can be claimed for levy 
payments to body corporate administration 
funds and general purpose sinking funds at 
the time they are incurred, as long as the fees 
are used for routine maintenance of common 
property. However, if the body corporate 
requires payments to a special purpose fund 
to pay for a particular capital expenditure, like 
replacing the roof of an apartment building, 
these levies are not deductible until the capital 

works are complete and the expense has been 
billed to the body corporate.

Costs relating to borrowing expenses, 
including loan establishment fees, lender�s 
mortgage insurance and title search fees, are 
also commonly being claimed incorrectly. 

year period or the life of the loan, whichever 
is less. State or territory stamp duty can�t be 
claimed as a deduction while you rent the 
property. You need to keep these records until 
you sell, when the amount will be added to 
your cost base to reduce any capital gain you 
may have on the sale.

A lack of documentation to substantiate 
claims of expenses and deductions is another 
leading cause of errors.

�You need to keep detailed and complete 
records, including receipts, invoices and bank 
statements for interest expenses. You should 
also detail how you calculate your deductions 
and any apportionments. This will allow you 
or your tax agent to correctly complete your 
tax return,� Mr Thomson said.

Records can be paper or electronic, but 
must include details such as, the name, 
ABN or business name of the supplier, the 
amount of the expense, the nature of the 
goods or services you purchased, the date 
you bought the goods or services, and the 
date the document was produced.

Claims for capital works aren�t based on 
the purchase price of your property, but 
the construction cost when it was built. 
This information can be used to create a 
comprehensive capital works deduction 
schedule. A quantity surveyor or suitably 

capital works deduction schedule, but this is 
not mandatory.

�Taxpayers are responsible for what they 
include in their tax return, even when using 
a registered tax agent. If you don�t have 

Thomson said.

The ATO is also warning rental property 
owners about incorrect claims for capital 

can generally be claimed immediately but 
buying a new dishwasher cannot.

Some expenses including improvements 
and capital works must be claimed over time, 
for example remodelling the bathroom in 
your rental property. In most circumstances, 
capital expenses are claimed at 2.5 per cent 
over 40 years. Any unclaimed capital works 
expenses are added to the cost base of the 
property for capital gains tax purposes when 
you sell.

be a repair, initial repair, capital works, or 
a depreciating asset. The ATO�s Investor 
Toolkit can help you to understand the 
difference, as the amount you can claim as a 
deduction this tax time will depend on which 
category it falls into,� Mr Thomson said.
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SAVE THE DATE
July 5- Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 9.30am

August 2- Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 9.30pm

September 6 Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 9.30pm

October 6 Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 9.30am

November 1 Yea Saleyards

Combined Agents Store Sale 9.30am

Get in touch

Email: saleyards@murrindindi.vic.gov.au

Phone 0419 722 570

ON THE LANDON THE LAND
Agriculture, Horticulture, Viticulture, Aquaculture and Silviculture

Get your businessGet your business

moooving.....moooving.....

Advertise in theAdvertise in the
Alexandra StandardAlexandra Standard
and Yea Chronicle.and Yea Chronicle.
Contact 5772 1002Contact 5772 1002

Your favourite recipe
Do you have something you love to cook for your family, something

 you cook all the time,  or grandma�s family recipe?
Send it into us and we will publish

 it to share with our readers.

Attach a photo (if you have one);
 send your name and if you have a

 little 20 word description about your recipe, share that with us too.tthhhhhthhhhhdeeeeeeeeeeseded s

eeeeethhiinn yooouuu  for yyyouour
okk k a e , an mmaa s faafamilyyly r
SSSe iit wee w lbli

iittt tot sssssh tthh oououoo aaddderrrss

chhhh aaaa pphohoot ( hhavavveeeee onnone)eee ;
sssee oouuurur nnnnnamammmmee aannnd if yy uu aa

wooroorrdddd ddddededdededed ssss ee tthahhhat wwiw tht

Send recipes to
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au

yyyy yy
riiptptptptptptptptpptptp ioioiioioioioo aaababbaaaabaaa ouo ttt yooyoyoyoyyy urur reeececcipipipe,,,e sssssssssshahhah

yy
ccccriririripptpptpptptpp n n n abaabaaa oouououttttt t yoyoyoyoyoyy ururururr rrecececcipi eeee ahaharrrere

SeSeSeSendnndddd rreccipppipess ttoooSSSSSSS ec

JUNE PHOTO COMPETITION

5772 1405
79 Grant Street Alexandra

Dindicountryclothing@gmail.com

facebook.com/DindiCountryClothing/

Dindi Country Clothing

a view from your windo

Professional photographers

 are ineligible to enter

Sponsored by

Email your photo and contact 

details to

manager@alexandranewspapers.

com.au

by June 30, 2024

Shorter trees better for fruit fly control
IF you are planning to 
plant fruit trees this winter, 
consider dwarf trees as an 
easier option to protect 

Statewide f r uit  f ly 
c o o r d i n a t o r ,  C a t h y 
Mansf ield, said dwarf 
varieties are easier to 
harvest, easier to cover with 
insect-proof netting and 

�It�s particularly important 

pests and diseases if you live 
near commercial production 
areas like the Yarra Valley, 
Goulburn Murray Valley or 

�For home gardeners, 
covering fruit trees with 
netting is the best way to 

trees is made easier when 
you can access fruit below 
head height and identify 
the small pin like mark that 

make as they lay eggs into 

Another advantage of 
dwarf varieties is that 
a ladder is not required 
for fruit picking, netting 

alone, there are about 1200 
emergency department 
presentations due to ladder 

Dwarf trees provide other 

such as greater coverage 
with insecticides and 
fungicides, and for renters, 
the ability to move to the 
next property when planted 

Standard varieties of fruit 
trees require careful pruning 
to manage vigour and direct 

pruning and thinning is 
required to ensure gardeners 
don�t end up with very tall 

For more information visit 
the Agriculture Victoria 
website at agriculture.vic.
gov.au/qff

Avian influenza continues to spread

Victorian farm, which was 

high pathogenicity H7N3 
strain at a commercial egg 
farm which is located within 
the current restricted area 
in the Golden Plains Shire, 
where movement restrictions 

All poultry at the property 
will be humanely disposed of 
under veterinary supervision, 
consistent with national 
policies and the site will 
be cleaned and cleared of 

Consumers should not be 
concerned about eggs and 

not pose a risk and are safe 

secure supply chain including 
the importation of eggs from 
interstate so the current 

Victoria�s Chief Veterinary 
Officer, Graeme Cooke, 
said this detection is not 
unexpected given the 
proximity of this property 
to an existing infected 

�We have established 
restricted and control areas 
in proximity to existing 
IPs which has assisted us 
in limiting the spread and 
quickly detecting the sixth 
IP through comprehensive 
surveillance activities,� Dr 

�Agriculture Victoria 
is working with affected 
producers and the wider 

industry to maintain business 
continuity while minimising 

our farmers and we�re 
making sure mental health 
support is available and 
eligible producers can 

Ex is t i ng  movement 
controls remain in place in 
designated areas near Terang, 

This includes: a restricted 
area that covers the impacted 
Meredith and Lethbridge 
properties and a control area 

by Bacchus Marsh Road 
in the east and the Colac�
Ballarat Road on the western 
boundary; a restricted area 
covering a five kilometre 
radius around the Terang 
farm with a broader control 

15 kilometre radius; and a 
housing requirement for all 

Within the restricted and 
control areas, permits are 
required for the movement 
of birds, poultry products, 
feed and equipment on or 

Poultry farmers, backyard 

urged to report any cases of 
unexplained bird deaths to 
the VicEmergency Hotline 

Mo r e  i n fo r m a t io n , 
including movement permits, 
compensation details and 
mental health resources, 
are available online at 
agriculture.vic.gov.au/
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The Victorian Government is making it easier for families to fi nd a 
three and four-year old kinder learning program they can count on. 

LED BY A 
QUALIFIED 
TEACHER

The Kinder Tick 
recognises kinder 
programs that are led 
by a qualifi ed teacher. 

PLAY-BASED 
LEARNING PROGRAM

It highlights kindergartens and 
long day care centres that 
offer play-based programs to 
help children learn and grow, 
before they start school.

FUNDED AND 
APPROVED BY 
THE VICTORIAN 
GOVERNMENT
It also identifi es 
services that are 
approved for Victorian 
Government funding.

LED
QUA
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Find out more at vic.gov.au/kindertick

LOOK 
FOR THE 
KINDER 
TICK 

Letters to the Editor

National parks survey

THE Victorian National Parks Association 
states on its website that �the majority of 
Victorians who want to support new and 
expanded national parks, especially the 76 
per cent who want a Great Forest National 
Park.� This statement can be found at vnpa.
org.au/central-highlands-action

I have not met anyone who has been 
consulted or surveyed on this matter. Have 
you? If the association is not telling us the 

trust anything else that we are told about the 
Great Forest National Park proposal?

Andrew Bottomley, Acheron

My 10 cents worth

FORTY-five years after South Australia 
introduced a container deposit scheme Victoria 
introduces a similar scheme last November. As 
reported in this paper last week, the container 
deposit scheme in Murrindindi Shire returned 
$102,137.40 (over a million containers) to the 
community. What an outstanding result. From 
my empirical observations collecting roadside 
rubbish on my regular walk, I now often return 
empty-handed which was certainly not the 
case in the past and a bag was required. 10c is 
a tiny incentive for such a massive community 
and environmental impact.

Ray Wynn, Alexandra

Truck Show

IN last week�s paper, Name and Address 
Withheld by Request (NAWBR) criticised 
me for my opposition, at the May Council 
Meeting, to the proposed level of funding for 
the Alexandra Truck, Ute and Rod Show and 
also described a new model for event funding.

Because of the shire�s limited availability of 
disposable cash, the policy and guidelines are 
geared towards helping community groups 
to get events up and running and are not 

aligned to providing long term support. 
The policy also lists timeframes for the 
submission of applications that are linked to 
the size or complexity of events, the bigger 
the event the longer the lead time needed to 
assess applications.

Throughout my time on council I have 
also encouraged people looking to establish 

state government grants to allow council to 
direct its funds to other smaller community 
ideas and thus help to defray the constant 
cost shifting by successive state governments 
loading more expense on councils.

At the meeting, I recognised the great 
success of the truck show but I raised my 
concerns and voted against providing the 
full requested amount because for the second 
year in a row the application from Alexandra 
Events came late, the truck show is well 
beyond being getting established and we 
had been advised that there had been no 
application for a state government grant when 
such regional events grants have been, and 
continue to be, available. I was trying to 
apply the policy in a manner consistent with 
the way in which council has applied it in 
the past when assessing applications from 
all other community groups and individuals.

With respect to NAWBR�s suggested new 
grant funding model, I suggest NAWBR 
either puts their hand up for the coming 

to support the proposal so that it might be 
implemented when the new council reviews 
the policy and guidelines. If successful, I am 
sure NAWBR would expect councillors to 
abide by the new policy, just like I was doing.

John Walsh, Councillor, Koriella Ward

Hospital amalgamations

TO all those unimpressive naysayers and 
rednecks who bring conjecture and division, 
I say that such ill informed rhetoric and 
hyperbole is one sided opinions only and 
therefore open to a more objective analysis 

as right of free speech platforms.

Such blinkered opinion within the public 
domain needs to be advised and with a more 
balanced understanding of important and 
of known needs such as a fully equipped 
mainstream local hospital facility and not 

quack hospitals such as at Yea.

One properly equipped and staffed hospital 
servicing the entire Goulburn District and 
with ample space for long term expansion 
is long overdue and possibly best placed 
at Alexandra.

to six unsuited facilities which do little 

diagnostic and surgical procedures whom have 
a obstructive members of board appointment.

Reformation of existing geriatric and 
respite service as the existing facilities could 
well be given over to the many respective 
excellent service providers and not as a public 
basic hospital.

Currently, our excellent ambulance service 
save lives with direct transport of oversight 

saving decisions for all matters considered 
to be for life support.

Reforming hospitals waste valuable time 
where minutes are the issue and where 
they have no backup general facilities of 
the mainstream hospitals for such as stroke 
victims or for diagnostic assessment such as 
birth complications and brain injury factors.

Take all the overly emotive and historical 
issues out of the opposition to amalgamations 
and of portents.

Little will be achieved until the full story 
of amalgamation is known and where and 
when a subjective study can be undertaken.

Petitions that are premature do nothing for 

ignored as muck raking nonsense.

Jack Russell, Yea

Continued from Page 2

Draft housing 

strategy targets 

announced
VICTORIA�S councils will have the 
chance to show where and how they 
can unlock space for new homes over 
the coming decades, with the Victorian 
Government kicking off the next stage of 
local government consultation on draft 
housing capacity targets tailored for every 
local government area (LGA) in the state.

Premier Jacinta Allan and Minister for 
Planning Sonya Kilkenny announced the 

targets released by the end of this year.

In Murrindindi Shire Council, where 
the existing number of homes in 2023 
was 8600, the draft target is 3200 by 2051.

Victoria has the largest annual population 
growth of all Australian states, and it needs 
more than two million additional homes 
by the 2050s. The draft council housing 
targets are largely based on access to the 
jobs, transport and services Victorians 
need. 

In regional cities and rural areas, the 
targets will also help deliver more new 
homes in cities and towns to boost key 
worker and affordable housing. The 
City of Greater Geelong is proposed to 
accommodate 139,800 new homes by 2051. 

Victoria�s councils have the powers to 
unlock space for more homes by proposing 
changes to local planning rules. The 
government will consult closely with 
councils to harness their local knowledge, 
with councils to report back on the draft 
target and the local changes they propose.

The government also wants to hear 
from councils about the continued 
infrastructure support that communities 
need to grow sustainably.

The draft targets for each local 
government area can be found at engage.
vic.gov.au/project/shape-our-victoria/
page/housing-targets-2051
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CATEGORY SPONSOR ENTRY NO. NAME MODEL MAKE

RODS

Top 5 Deluxe Rod Shop R4 Glen Chidey 1941 Ford Pickup

Top 5 Deluxe Rod Shop R6 Shane Panell 1940 Chevy Flatbed

Top 5 Deluxe Rod Shop R3 Daryl Peirgrosse Willy’s Coup

Top 5 Deluxe Rod Shop R9 Mick Sloan 1961 Ford Econoline

Top 5 Deluxe Rod Shop R11 Daryl Fulford 1951 Ford F100

UTES

B&S Essence Coffee Lounge U15 Harrison Townsend 2000 VS Commodore

4x4 Dindi Country Clothing U50 Jason Kirley 2016 Toyota Landcruiser

Street (Pre '85) Kazza's Diner U38 Nathan Weinberg HQ 1 Tonner

Street (Post '85) Bedrock Garden Supplies U49 Gary Walter 2023 Holden Maloo

Classic - Customs Alexandra Windscreen and Glass Service U58 Les Ridd 1975 Holden HJ

Ute of the Show Beer Auto Group R16 Rolo 1955 Chevy 3100

TRUCKS

Best Fleet McKenzies Toursist Services T143 SRV Road Freight (Aaron Reid) Fleet of Kenworths

Best Log Truck Alexandra Bakery T94 Stuart Moloney (Moloney Logging) 2022 Kenworth T909

Best Specialised Alexandra Apparel T167 Modern Towing & Salvage 2022 KENWORTH 610

Best Volvo Country Tech T45 Vince Tropeano (SVT Logistics) 2024 Volvo FH540

Best Western Star Stace and Newman Builder T223 Joel Leech (FourMile) 1994 Western Sstar 4964F Heritage

Best Peterbilt Café Alex T135 Matt Garcie (Freestones) 1993 Peterbilt 379

Best Mack Sabre Pastoral T71 Cameron Calleja 1976 Mack R Model 

Best Kenworth Elders Realestate Alexandra T8 Dylan Slater 1995 Kenworth T600

Best of the Rest Alexandra Service Centre T23 Raymond Bedggood Peterbilt

Best Tilt Tray Rubicon Hotel Motel T62 Blake Berwick-Griggs 2014 KENWORTH T359

Best Tray Truck Thornton Butchers & Deli T180 Ben Williams 2021 Scania G450

Best Tipper Alpine Civil T4 P&E Humphrey Haulage 2023 Kenworth T909

Best Vintage Grant St. Grocer T43 Aaron Smith 1996 Kenworth K100G

Under 12 months Alexandra Apparel T210 Andrew James (Jamesys Transport) 2023 Mack Superliner

Runner Up Murrindindi Shire Council T210 Andrew James (Jamesys Transport) 2023 Mack Superliner 

People's Choice Halligan's Livestock Transport T172 Trai Hildebrand (A Plus Towing) 2023 Scannia R620 XT

Truck of the Show Royans T191 Damien Reed 2022 Kenworth

The 

results 

from the 

truck 

show

Council’s Economic 

Development Strategy
MURRINDINDI Shire Council last 

agricultural industry is strong, growing, 

with clear processes and support options, 

transitioning towards a net zero and the 

to infrastructure and new technology that 

the cultural uses and opportunities of our 

opportunities for residents to age in place 

opportunities for freight, goods and people 

Brea and Imogen promoting the St Marys 
Primary School stall at the Alexandra Truck, 
Ute and Rod Show. -S
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Calculate yours at taxcuts.gov.au

Authorised by the Australian Government, Canberra

Tax cuts for 
every taxpayer

Estimate yours with the 
tax cut calculator.

Add these 

numbers to 

your phone
IF you see any orphaned or injured 
wildlife, please call a local wildlife shelter 
or Wildlife Victoria. It only takes a few 
minutes to do and you could be saving a 
little life.

Wildlife Victoria can be contacted on 
8400 7300. The number is available 24 
hours a day, seven days a week or you can 
report online at wildlifevictoria.org.au

If you call them, they will send 
someone out. Often, these will be local 
wildlife carers.

The local wildlife carers in Murrindindi 
Shire are Salvum Wildlife Shelter in 
Thornton (0438 644 021), Narbeview 
Wildlife Shelter in Buxton (0419 584 099), 
Murrindindi Ranges Wildlife Shelter in 
Strath Creek (0430 440 286) and Sherrie 
in Eildon (0498 053 760).

Special council meeting for new 2024/25 budget
ON Wednesday, June 12, Murrindindi 
Shire Council held a special meeting at Yea 
Council Chambers to consider the Annual 
Budget 2024/25. The meeting followed a 
period of public exhibition and the receipt 
of submission.

At the meeting there were no apologies or 
requests for leave of absences, no disclosure 

public participation.

The 2024/2025 budget was presented by 
Mr O�Keefe.

Mr O�Keefe said, �The budget is a 
responsible budget, but it does recognise 
challenges facing local governments and small 
rural shires. The budget delivers services and 
supports the assets and infrastructure that are 
key to service community expectations, and it 
also complies with rate capping framework.�

The budget shows an operating surplus of 

million and that differential equals the capital 
income grants that have been budgeted to be 
received. It is estimated in the budget there 
will be a cash balance of $32.4 million at the 
end of June 2025.

The capital expenditure budget for the 
year is $14.2 million which is $7 million 
lower than the budget in 2023-24 but that 

of 2022-23 budget.

There were three public submissions about 
the draft budget. An acknowledgement has 

was from Phillip Slattery in relation to the 
roadside planting coming into Yea. He is 
seeking a new roadside avenue planting on 
the approaches to Yea, particularly the Melba 
Highway, to help beautify the area.

The second submission was from Kate 
(surname was not provided) in regard to 
mechanical ventilation and installations 
in council run buildings, especially 
kindergartens. She asked that council 
consider roof-mounted heat recovery 

virus transmission, including COVID-19, 

climate control.

The third submission was from Julie 
Palmer in relation to Murrindindi Shire 

council�s stated objective of using the 
differential rate for vacant land in order �to 
encourage property owners to develop vacant 

development, rather than simply acquire or 
hold land for the purpose of future investment 
without developing it�, no-one who purchased 
the land under this scheme was under any 
illusion that this purchase could be used for 

Buyback Properties, where they are situated 
within town, how much revenue is lost by 
council and does the council have the ability 
to have the Section 173 lifted if requested by 
the owner.

Council has responded to each submission.

Mayor Gallagher had a few questions 
regarding the budget. �Firstly, councillors, 

revenue is capped at 2.75 per cent. What 
would you say is the actual cost increase is for 
the likes of tendered capital works projects, 
materials that go toward the capital program, 
labour costs, what are the cost increases that 
council is encountering?�

Mr O�Keefe explained, �We as a council 
are not immune from cost of living pressures 
and we have costs with construction and 
expenditure category that are running well 
ahead of the 2.75 per cent increase in our 

costs that councils are suffering now is lack 
of competition, such as tenders and we have 
tenders that are higher than our original 
budget. $14 million of our budget next year 
is capital works and that will have a higher 
cost increase attached to it.

Another key issue in the draft budget is 
the weighting applied to the Vacant Land 
differential is amended. This is for commercial, 

residential and industrial properties. This is 
to encourage the development of land already 

purposes to support the growth needed to 
sustain our communities into the future 
and to address the emerging housing stock 
shortages. This will result in a movement of 
the allocation of the rate requirement from 
other differentials (rate classes) to vacant land.

The advice to landowners who want to 
query their capital improved value assessment 
at any time, or any other aspect of their rates 

meeting rate commitment, is to engage in the 
evaluation process. The evaluation process is 
independent from council. After receiving 
your rate notice, you have two months to put 
an objection into the Valuer General. For any 
other rate notice queries, contact council�s 

hardship, councils are aware of what people 
are facing with the impact of cost of living 

crisis payment plans are available and in some 
cases there can be a waiver of the interest that 
would normally be attached to an overdue 
rates debt.

Councillor Walsh added in the meeting, 
�Despite all the caps and limitations, we 
have looked for value for money and it is 
pleasing despite all this road funding has been 
increased to $4.5 million, half a million has 
been allocated for bridge works and about 
$800,000 to asset renewal of our buildings.

�Another good step is we have made is an 
allowance for up to $3 million in borrowing so 
in future, if needed, we can take advantage of 
short notice grant opportunities particularly 
in economic development where we can 
anticipate being able to get a return and then 
we can pay down those borrowings. It�s an 
extremely well balanced budget looking at 
all the competing needs.�
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Crossword

ACROSS
1. Made negative remarks 

about someone.

8. Wireless transmission 
of sound.

9. Thankfulness and 
appreciation.

10. A serious car accident.

13. Sawhorses used in pairs.

15. Green citrus fruit.

17. The rear end of a ship.

19. Many times at short intervals.

20. Grows older.

22. Minor and unimportant.

25. Round cap made 
of soft cloth.

28. General activity and motion.

29. Device used to connect 
to the Internet.

30. Given formally.

DOWN
1. A prejudiced person.

2. Go away from a place.

3. Spoiling or corrupting.

4. Wreath worn as an 
emblem of victory.

5. Pulled back the 
string of a bow.

6. Not in active use.

7. The yellow part of an egg.

11. Ridge of coral near the 
surface of the sea.

12. A theatre where 
films are shown.

14. Put out to pasture.

16. Provide an incentive.

18. A gardening tool.

21. Trouble of any kind.

23. A stupid fool.

24. Reinforced with fabric.

25. An explosive device.

26. Impolite and offensive. 

27. Press down tightly.

AQUIFER

DAM

GLOBAL

HEALTH

LIMITED

POLLUTED

POVERTY

RATIONING

RESOURCE

SAFETY

SANITATION

SCARCITY

Y O I Y P T A Q Y H D T O Z S

V P Q P T Z G E Y E T G J A B

C K R S G R G C T D P L N O W

S G B K V A E I S Q X I A Z A

O Z N J D T M V R J T N F E I

Z O F B K I O O O A T L E C H

P L N F L O Q C T P P M V R W

F O U G Q N J I X Y A D D U F

K B L V J I O P J D H Q Y O F

B N H L D N A F L N C B T S J

R E A D U G Y M N G M F E E R

X U U E Y T I C R A C S F R P

O J X N Q D E D W P G U A U E

A L Z C P S S D Y W O H S E Q

R E F I U Q A Y G L O B A L V

Water Conservation

Sudoku

Math SquareWord Search

Difficulty: Hard

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 

Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.

The missing values are the whole 

numbers between 1 and 9.

Each number is only used once.

Each row is a math equation.

Each column is a math equation.

Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction.

Cryptogram

Aboriginal words 

and their meanings

A B C D E F G H I

8 17 10

J K L M N O P Q R

26

S T U V W X Y Z

19

I

10

I

10

U

19 7 715

:

E

17

E

179 11

O

26 219 3

Most long weekenders were fair fishers
FISHERIES Officers are 
pleased with most recreational 

and Ovens rivers for doing 
the right thing over the King�s 
Birthday long weekend.

More than 400 inspections 
were undertaken with lots 

crays and tossing in a line 

Officers would like to 

some retained catch was 
under and over the 10 to 

more visit vfa.vic.gov.au/

It�s also crucial that all 

eggs are returned to the water 

the next generation hatch 
happy and healthy. 

Disappointingly, one 

SOLUTIONS 

Page 15

Letters to the Editor

National parks survey

THE Victorian National Parks Association 

Victorians who want to support new and 
expanded national parks, especially the 76 

vnpa.

consulted or surveyed on this matter. Have 
you? If the association is not telling us the 

My 10 cents worth

FORTY-five years after South Australia 
introduced a container deposit scheme Victoria 

reported in this paper last week, the container 
deposit scheme in Murrindindi Shire returned 
$102,137.40 (over a million containers) to the 
community. What an outstanding result. From 

empty-handed which was certainly not the 

a tiny incentive for such a massive community 
and environmental impact.

Truck Show

IN last week�s paper, Name and Address 

me for my opposition, at the May Council 
Meeting, to the proposed level of funding for 
the Alexandra Truck, Ute and Rod Show and 

geared towards helping community groups 
to get events up and running and are not 
aligned to providing long term support. 
The policy also lists timeframes for the 

the event the longer the lead time needed to 
assess applications.

Throughout my time on council I have 

state government grants to allow council to 
direct its funds to other smaller community 
ideas and thus help to defray the constant 

loading more expense on councils.

At the meeting, I recognised the great 

concerns and voted against providing the 

year in a row the application from Alexandra 
Events came late, the truck show is well 

application for a state government grant when 

apply the policy in a manner consistent with 
the way in which council has applied it in 
the past when assessing applications from 
all other community groups and individuals.

With respect to NAWBR�s suggested new 
grant funding model, I suggest NAWBR 
either puts their hand up for the coming 

implemented when the new council reviews 
the policy and guidelines. If successful, I am 
sure NAWBR would expect councillors to 

Hospital amalgamations

TO all those unimpressive naysayers and 

I say that such ill informed rhetoric and 

as right of free speech platforms.

mainstream local hospital facility and not 

with ample space for long term expansion 

at Alexandra.

to six unsuited facilities which do little 

diagnostic and surgical procedures whom have 

Reformation of existing geriatric and 
respite service as the existing facilities could 

save lives with direct transport of oversight 

saving decisions for all matters considered 

where minutes are the issue and where 

the mainstream hospitals for such as stroke 
victims or for diagnostic assessment such as 

Take all the overly emotive and historical 
issues out of the opposition to amalgamations 
and of portents.

of amalgamation is known and where and 

Petitions that are premature do nothing for 

ignored as muck raking nonsense.

Continued from Page 2

Wind farm survey results

to their recent community 
survey regarding the FERA 
wind farm.  347 people 
responded, with 95 per 
cent of respondents living 

proposal region.

Ni net y  pe rcent  of 
respondents said that they 

in the Murrindindi and 

two per cent expressing 

Only six per cent of 
people responded that they 

from FERA.

T h e  r e s p o n d e n t s 
expressed a high level 

region�s landscapes.

In the comments, two 

and 182 were opposed.

srrcg.com/
survey

was found to have taken a 
37cm trout cod, which was 
concealed in an aerated 

protected species. 

Near another camp on the 

Ovens, an undersize Murray 

cod was found tethered to the 

shore, which is illegal. Two 

men admitted wrongdoing 

totalling $1524.
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BOOK YOUR SPACE IN 

THE BUSINESS & TRADES

DIRECTORY TODAY!
Phone:  5772 1002

Email:  reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Deadline:  12 noon Thursdays

43 Grant Street, Alexandra VIC 3714

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

CRYPTOGRAM

MATH SQUARES

I

10

I

10

U

19

L

7

L

7

D

15

:

E

17

E

17

T

9

R

11

O

26

G

21

T

9

H

3

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 

• Extra TV wall points

• Surround sound systems

• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 

• TV brackets & wall mount TVs

• Home theatre

• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

Fleetwood Concreting
If it�s concrete you need, phone Mac!

Any style - any size
� Driveways � Paths � Slabs � Foundations

� Steps � Crossovers
� Plain � Coloured � Stencil � Slate

or � Exposed Aggregate

All excavations and concrete cutting

Phone 0418 534 973

CONCRETING

Debra Loveday

5772 2500
71 Grant Street, Alexandra
debra@sargeantsm.com.au

Conveyancing throughout Victoria

CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY  CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY

TRANSFER SPECIALISTSTRANSFER SPECIALISTS

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Technology

� Eco Smart Electrician � Domestic / Commercial
� Undergrounds � Electrical Design

� Cable Locations � Trenching
� Solar Installations

Grid Connect / Off Grid / Batteries

Ph 5751 0000
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au
Rec No 12906EMC0060

ELECTRICIANS

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

EMC0072

All general farm fencing, cattle yards, sheep 
yards, vineyards, on site welding and oxy work.

Tree plantation ripping
5 hydraulic post drivers and pneaumatic drivers

GRASS SLASHING

4 extra heavy duty slashers

GENERAL FREIGHT

Hay, timber, wool, steel, grapes, machinery

FENCING

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,

Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,

Creative design and quality,

 vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

sales@murrindindikitchens.com

EM

KITCHENS

Ph 0428 972 386

PLUMBERS

PLUMBERS

PTY

LTD

ARMSTRONG

PLUMBING
ARMSTRONG PLUMBING

NEW AND

RENOVATION WORK

ROOFING, GUTTER

AND SPOUTING

SEPTIC AND

DRAINS

LICENSED BACKFLOW 

DEVICE TESTER

MAINTENANCE AND 

BLOCKED DRAINS

JET CLEANER AND 

DRAIN CAMERA

0417 356 428    0408 973 278

info@armstrongplumbing.com.au

85 Betts Road, Yea 3717

Master Plumber member 35 years  - License No. 17255

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs

with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24

HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop

24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

TREE SERVICES

EMC0125

WATER BORING
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ClassifiedsClassifieds Call 5772 1002 now
to book your ad today!
Fax  5772 1603  or Email
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Class e  
information

ce hours
Alexan ra

Monday � Friday 8.30am � 5pm

Ph 5772 1002

E: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ea line  oon on ay

Proofs
   ine a s � proofs not supplied
 isplay �   will only be supplied if requested

Payment
Payment is required when placing the 

advertisement. Cash, cheque or credit card 
facilities available. Master Card or Visa (no 
AMEX). Non-payment prior to deadline may 

result in advertisement not appearing.

eath notices

 or authority from a direct family
member or funeral director.

ehicles eals on heels
Registration or VIN number must be included 
in advertisement. Deals on Wheels will run for 

8 weeks unless cancelled when sold.

argains un er $100
Either one item to the value of $100 or 

several items not totalling more than $100.

Animals

dog or cat or to give away free unless the 

number of the animal generated by the 
Pet Exchange Register is included in the 

advertisement. 

efun s or cre its

appearance. Although every care is taken 
to ensure your advertisement is correct 
errors can occur. Notify us immediately 

if there are errors in your advertisement. 
Refunds or credits will not be issued if your 

advertisement has appeared numerous 

or refunds will not be given if advertisements 
appear out of order.

Con itions of a ertising
Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd has the right 

to refuse any advertisement. Alexandra 
Newspapers Pty Ltd gives no guarantee for 

positioning of advertisements. 

Copy right
Material published in this edition is 

subject to copyright provisions and cannot
 be used without the company�s permission.

 Alexandra Newspapers Pty Ltd accepts 
no responsibility for the unauthorised 

republication of such material. 

Print Post Appro e   PP 100000292

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Any person who may be affected by the granting of the permit may
object or make other submissions to the responsible authority.

An objection must be sent to the responsible authority in writing, with
the full name and postal address of the objector and include the
reasons for the objection, and state how the objector would be affected.

The responsible authority must make a copy of every objection
available at its office for any person to inspect during office hours free of
charge until the end of the period during which an application may be
made for review of a decision on the application.

The land affected by the
application is located at:

121 Racecourse Road YEA, 8 Morgan
Drive YEA, (LOT: 5 LP: 111368, Lot: 12 PS:
701992)

The application is for a
permit to:

Variation of a covenant

The applicant for the
permit is:

B D Bell

The application reference
number is:

2024/44

You may look at the
application and any
documents that support
the application by visiting
our website via the
following web address:

murrindindi.vic.gov.au/PlanningComment

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION

FOR PLANNING PERMIT

The responsible authority will not
decide on the application before:

3 July 2024

If you object, the responsible authority will tell you its decision.

The Planning Unit can be contacted on (03) 5772 0333 or by emailing
planning@murrrindindi.vic.gov.au.

PUBLIC NOTICES

This is an advertisement

Government stop 
discriminating nancially against 

indigineous white and other 
non indigineous people.

Equality for all. 

Ray Donkin

PUBLIC NOTICES

EMBLIN, Janice.

The Marysville RSL 
Sub-Branch is sad 
to report that their 
esteemed member 

and friend, Jan, 
has passed away 

after a long illness.

We extend our     
deepest sympathy 
to husband, Bob 

Emblin, their 
extensive family 

and many, 
many friends.

LEST WE FORGET

DEATH NOTICES DEATH NOTICES

EMBLIN, 
Janice (Jan) 

19/02/1940 - 
08/06/2024

It is with heavy 
hearts that we 
announce the 
passing of our 
cherished wife, 
mother, grand 

mother and great 
grand mother.

Jan will be sadly 
missed by all 

who knew her, 
for her; kindness 

commitment 
dedication and 

loving nature for 
family, friends and 

community.

 NORRIS, 
Garry Raymond.

08/04/1962 - 
09/06/2024

Loved husband 
of Jayne.

Adored father 
of Cassandra, 

Louise and Meg.
Grandfather of 
Jason, Noah, 
Declan and 

Aubrey. Loved 
brother of Kim.

You left us way too 
soon but you are 

now pain free.
Our hearts are 

broken.

Love always.

NORRIS, Gary (Sprat).

Rest in Peace, legend. 
You were my best mate 
and brother from another 
mother. Thoughts out to 
Jayne, girls, Kim, and 
family. Love Easts.

BARGAINS

UNDER $100

Rental and Sales

Alexandra
Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE ISA BROWNLAYERS

- POL, $28 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 

LIVESTOCK

RESULTS of wood raffle

drawn on May 10 winners 
are Sue and Ray Wynn of 
Alexandra.

PUBLIC NOTICES

BRASS bed, double with 
base. Great condition. 
$99. Ph 0433 693 716.

FREE two seater pull 
out couch. May need 
repair. Ph 0433 693 716.

Book your classified ad TODAY!

Deadline: NOON MONDAY

Phone: 5772 1002
or email

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

PLEASE NOTE: All classifieds MUST be paid 
by cash, cheque or credit card at the time of 
booking.

Alexandra Newspapers
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

Phone 5772 1002
43 Grant St. Alexandra Vic. 3714
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Mudbash held for the 52nd time
SUNDAY, June 9, saw Mudbash held in 
Caveat. Mudbash is an annual motorsport 
event run by the Rover Scout section of Scouts 
Australia. Held at Mafeking Rover Park in 
Caveat on the King�s Birthday weekend in 
June, it is the largest Rover Scout event in 
Australia with over 1700 participants and 
visitors annually.

Mudbash puts the best aspects of Rover 
Scouting together. Among the weekend�s 
activities are adventurous expeditions, 
competitive on-site activities, scouting camp 
craft, exciting nightlife entertainment, and of 
course motorsport.

Mudbash was proudly run by Rover Scouts 
for Rover Scouts. The event is organized and 
managed by a committee of around 45 Rovers, 
elected into their position at the annual AGM. 
Any 18 to 26 year old member of the Rover 
section can be nominated for a position on 
the committee.

Although there is a lot of work involved 
in getting an event like Mudbash up and 
running, it is one of the most rewarding 
experiences a Rovering career can offer.

The Mudbash Open Day was held on 
Sunday, June 9 between 10am and 4pm and 
showcased the best of scouting. It was open 
to all who are interested from motorsport 
enthusiasts through to families looking for 
a day out.

Mudbash open day offers an array of fun 
family activities and motorsport action. They 
had a large range of onsite activities open to 
all including passenger hot lap rides in the 
race cars (over 12), motorsport spectating, 
abseiling, axe throwing, mini golf, bush golf, 
archery, a smash car, face painting, spray 
tattoos, damper making, an onsite canteen 
and a large range of food trucks.

This year�s event went amazingly well, 
and the Rover Scouts can�t wait to do it again 
next year. There was a large turnout for the 52nd running of Mudbash. -S

Cars raced through the dirt in the dark. -S

The food trucks and the crowd. -SShowcasing the cars in front of the nature that 
is so prominent in this area. -S
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SPORT

Mic Spagnolo 

wins
by Alan Pell

LAST Saturday saw 20 men contest a 
stableford event at Royal Yea. The winner with 
a return to form from the club award several 
weeks ago, was Michael Spagnolo (9) with 
a 77 off the stick with 38 points. Second was 
young Qakley Ness (32) with 37 points from 
third, Tony Rule (20) 35 points and fourth 
John Tanner (26) with 34 points. Nearest the 
pin on the 14th was Michael Spagnolo and 
John Renehan won the club award. Alan Pell 
defeated Rick Wills in the second round of the 
club knockout. Second round matches should 
be completed by the end of the month.

Last Saturday saw six ladies contest a 
stableford event, Sharon Grogan (28) with 
34 points winning from Margie Wright (22) 
with 33 second.

Last Wednesday saw nine intrepid blokes 
play on a very cold and occasional showery 
day at Yea Golf Club. Winner on countback 
was Phil Armstrong (20) from Brendan 
Chenhall (13) with 32 points. No nearest the 
pin on the 14th, and John Renehan won the 
club award.

Michael Spagnolo looking very pleased after his 
recent win. -S

Top 15 at the top of Australia
by Rya Roberts

IT was a huge drive for up to Emerald Kart 
Club in Queensland last week but all worth 

the third round of the Australian Karting 
Championships. 

Having never been to the circuit before I 
spent some time on the computer learning 
the track the best way that I could through 
YouTube and the kart simulator (I�m saving 
for a proper sim but wouldn�t say no if 
anyone has a spare).

Amazing facilities and setup at Emerald, 
the lighting system being world class.

After some strong practice sessions I 
was pumped for qualifying after making it 
into the upper 50 per cent. Unfortunately I 
made a few mistakes which in turn didn�t 
give a clear lap and put me well down the 
order. 

Heats one and two were strong but 
nothing beats the rain. Heat three saw 
a decent downpour and there is just 
something about a wet track. I managed 
to pass over 15 competitors. Again 
another downpour just before heat four 
and I was ready. Accumulated points saw 
me starting further up however after lap 
one I encountered mechanical issues and 

with over 20 other competitors having to 
pack up and miss out as the grid density 
is 40.

A strong start saw instant gains and by 
lap 10 I had moved up 10 positions. It was 
just head down and focus mode which in 
the end saw me cross the line in position 
15, with 23 positions gained in the race. 

up and come away with a straight kart and 
a new track under my belt. I�d like to give 
a huge shoutout to my dad for having the 
time off work to make it all happen. It�s 
just me and my dad at the track running 
the show and we got the job done. 

Unfortunately we do not have the budget 
to make the next national round in July 
at Coffs Habour so it�s time for me to 
focus on a top result in the Victorian based 
Golden Power Championship. The next 
round will be at the Puckapunyal circuit 
at the end of July. 

ryajroberts Rya Roberts racing under lights at Emerald. -S

A wet track made for some tricky racing at the nationals. -S

Blood sweat 

and tears for 

Squash Club
by Kristelle Leary

Cherry Ripe versus KitKats

some spectacular shots. Beth�s serves gave 
Blake some problems. Blake managed to win 
the third game, but he couldn�t pull the victory 
back from Beth. 59 to 52.

with a massive lead, Rob came out strong. 
As the games progressed, they became 
increasingly closer. After a quick break 

managed to win a game but lost the match 
to the speedy Rob. 74 to 54.

in the effort, but he was outmatched. James 
gave Phil an absolute shellacking in game 
two, taking a 19 point lead. There was no 
coming back and James�s skill won him the 
match. 81 to 37.

Crunchie versus Smarties

Turning the tables, Sam claimed the next three 
games and the match. 69 to 56.

but Jack is a very skilful player and took the 
match with ease. 69 to 37.

continually catching Stuart by hitting the ball 
to where he�d just come from. Stuart kept the 

game, but a little too late as Michael took 
home the win. 59 to 53.
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   SPORT

Wins for Yea in competitive netball
Netball

Under 13 

Yea Tigers 33 defeated Alexandra Red 12

by Deb Schikerling

THE underlining focus of the game against 
Alexandra Red was the same as it is for 
training and every game for the Yea Tigers 
under 13 team, and that is to �Go out there and 
have fun playing netball with your friends.�

The girls were asked at each break to 
identify what was working well and they 

transitioning after a turnover, backing each 
other up and working together as a team.

The Tigers had four consistent quarters 

the last. The Tigers combinations in defence, 
midcourt and attack changed throughout 
the game so this consistency can be directly 
attributed the strong team approach this 
group has.

Under 15

Yea Tigers 28 defeated  
Alexandra Red Rebels 11 

by Kelly Harris

YEA put on the sunshine for the round 
eight match against Alexandra Red Rebels at 
home. Another tough battle was had between 
the Tigers and the Rebels.

Elsie in centre position was a strong anchor 

and Micayla worked tirelessly in the ring with 
outside support from Lily as Wing Defence 
to keep Alexandra to three goals. Jemma and 

e).

Elsie moved back into keeper in the second 
quarter while Flynn stepped into centre. Marley 
and Maya teamed up in goals with Hannah as 
support in wing attack. This proved to be a great 
combination with fast and accurate passing and 
shooting leading to a nine goal haul for the term. 

Ella took a tumble in wing defence and a 

was strong for this term. As a consequence, 
Alexandra only managed to score one goal for 
the quarter and the Tigers edged further away 
with scores at half time 14 to four.

Jemma displayed her agility and speed as 
centre in the third quarter and with Marley, 
Maya and Hannah staying in attacking positions 
the Tigers were able to remain consistent and 

and teamed up with Lily in the goals and Ella 
supporting as wing defence. This again made it 

quarter time were Yea 22 to Alexandra nine. 

Elsie returned to centre position and despite 

continued with gusto. Ella worked with Elsie 
to feed the ball into Marley and Maya who 
both scored some impressive goals from a 

body defence in wing defence, they managed 

and turnovers. This again reduced Alexandra�s 
scoring opportunities while Yea continued to 
score down the other end. 

Under 11 Award winners are Charlotte Grant, Ivy Lanigan, and Velvet Fontana. -S

Under 13 Award winners are Charlotte 
Armstrong, and Ivy Leatham. -S

Under 15 Award winners are Flynn Brennan, and Marley Leatham. -S

The team worked on a range of skills they 

had been covering in tr

of the ball down the court was fast paced and 
accurate. All those that played in defence 
showed determination and persistence that 
meant Alexandra often had to reset before 
attempting to get the ball into the goal ring. 

Movement and speed in and around the goals, 

coupled with shooters backing themselves, saw 

the attackers convert. The Tigers continue to 

build on their individual ability as well as their 

capacity to operate as an effective team. They 

walked away as winners.
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Tough games for Yea football
Football

Under 9

by Michael Beer

A CHILLY start but the sun came out just in 
time for a great round eight against Wondong 
under nines. The team implemented what 
they�ve been practicing at training, strong 
voice, great tackling and impressive use of 
handball in tight spaces.

It was a great team effort by all against a 
strong opposition with the best on ground 
going to Hamish Dalton who showed great 
tackling and close ball movement and the 
encouragement award going to Jake Alldrick 
who was the standout in and under pack 
player of the game.

Under 10

by Peter Kiss

YEA were up against Wandong and got off 

Huddo were on the ball and getting it forward 
constantly. Atticus was amazing down back, 
marking everything that came his way.

close, Henry was running hot all over his 
zone. While Zac was getting strong leather 
poising from how much ball he was getting. 
Safari had her best game of the year so far 
racking up 20 plus disposals. Toby D was 
contributing all over with great skills.

Barbetti; Yarra Valley Gas Most Improved 

Under nine award winners H Dalton and J 
Alldrick. -S

Under 12 team award winners. -SUnder 14 award winners S Heyen and A 
Fontana. -S

Under 16 award winners O Denny, O Dredge and J Purvis. -S

Under 12

Yea Tigers 1.0 - 6 defeated by Wandong 
13.17 - 105

by Shane Barbetti

YEA Tigers had their second outing against 
the league giants, Wandong. The scoreline 
tells the story, but not the one you think. Yes, 
Wandong�s band of talented young players 
won easily but looking back to round one, 
Wandong kicked 17 goals to Yea�s triple 

hard work and improvement across the board 
by Yea.

Yea battled very hard from the start and 
applied pressure all over the ground to hold 

Although Yea did not score, they were clearly 
rattling their more powerful opponents. What 

There was better teamwork among the 
Tigers as they helped each other out around 
the ground with well-timed shepherds and 
handballs to better-placed teammates. 
Wandong led easily at each change but their 
scoring rate and dominance diminished as 
the game wore on. Yea�s persistence was 

Under 14

Yea Tigers 0.0 � 0 defeated by Wandong 
26.16 - 172

by Hamish McAlpin

AFTER a week�s break, Yea were at home 

and they looked fresh in the legs, boosted by 

a number of under 12s as they ran out to face 

the improved Wandong Warriors. Some great 

encouragement from coach Happy saw the 

team control the play on occasion looking to 

slow a fast-paced Wandong onslaught.

The wind didn�t favour any end and was 

nothing but cold, which seemed to suit the 

Wandong side and they opened up a big 

Yea crew battled hard all day and watching 

Sammy, Ashton and the team take it to the 

opposition was a big highlight.

a lone Darby shouldering much of the Tiger 

attacking prowess. A massive shout out to 

Happy for maintaining the enthusiasm and 

encouragement all day. Despite the score, 

Yea have a keen week of training for the rival 

round clash against Alexandra next week.

hton Fontana.

Under 16

Yea 3.1 � 19 defeated by Euroa 15.15 - 105

by Nick Fisher

LAST Sunday the Yea Tigers under 16s 

two players from the under 14s. Both teams 

came out with intent with Yea dominating the 

the ball through the big sticks.

the Tigers never gave up. They kicked three 

too strong taking a deserved win, although 

story of the game.

Yea travel to Broadford which should be a 

great game.

Seniors

Yea 13.15 - 93 defeated Belgrave 12.5 - 77

Reserves

Yea 2.8 - 20 defeated by Belgrave 15.9 - 99


