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BOOKINGS: country.racing.com/alexandra

SATURDAY  
26 OCTOBER 2024

• Music 

• Horse Racing

• Tote & Bookies 

Services 

• $15pp or  

$10pp for concession 

card holders

• Children 16 and 

under FREE

• Gates open at 

noon ~  

first race at 1.15pm

3 Routes; Eildon, Marysville or Yea.

Bookings essential    country.racing.com/alexandra

$10 return, Children 15 and under Free. 
Everyone, even children, must have a reserved seat

Take the bus to the Alexandra Races  
Cox Plate Day October 26

Patient transport changed
RESIDENTS requiring transport to Seymour 
for dialysis treatment or chemotherapy have 
had their taxi services withdrawn and are now 
required to book ambulances through the Non-
Emergency Patient Transport (NEPT) option, 
resulting in delays in transport to Seymour.

The change has put more pressure on 
paramedics, patients and the Seymour 
hospital staff.

One Alexandra resident who did not wish 
to be named was advised during their dialysis 

treatment at the Seymour hospital that the taxi 
service would no longer be available.

The incident occurred despite the 
Department of Health claiming last week that 
that there has been no change to the service 
for local patients requiring dialysis sessions.

Ambulance Victoria prioritises NEPT 
patients as to who will be picked up and when. 
This has already led to patients arriving late 
for their sessions.

One patient last week only received a four-

due to ambulance scheduling.
There was also an incident of an ambulance 

being sent to the wrong address.
The group that met with Murrindindi Shire 

CEO, Livia Bonazzi, last week are looking 
at taking the matter to the public through the 
Melbourne media.

In the meantime, member for Northern 
Victoria, Gaelle Broad, is asking anyone 

with experience of the ambulance system 
to provide comment to the parliamentary 
inquiry into Ambulance Victoria.

Ms Broad said that area has some of the 
worst ambulance response times in Victoria, 
adding that paramedics are doing the best 
they can but the system is letting them and 
the community down. 

Details regarding Ms Broads campaign 
can be read on page 10 of this week’s 
Alexandra Standard.
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IT’S NOT OKAY

Alexandra Yea
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Temperatures may be subject to change from date of publication
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Weekly Weather 
October 16 - October 22, 2024

Goulburn R at Lake Eildon D/S 10.00am Mon 1.71 steady below minor

Rubicon River at Rubicon 10.00am Mon 0.56 steady   

Acheron River at Taggerty 9.52am Mon 0.70 steady below minor

Home Creek at Yarck 10.37am Mon 0.16 steady   

Yea River at Devlins Bridge 8.28am Mon 0.55 steady below minor

Yea River at Yea GV Water PS 9.22am Mon 0.67 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Ghin Ghin 10.00am Mon 3.86 steady   

King Parrot Creek at Flowerdale 10.00am Mon 0.49 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Trawool 10.00am Mon 1.59 steady below minor

Sunday Creek at Tallarook 10.00am Mon 0.32 steady below minor

Goulburn River at Seymour 10.00am Mon 1.88 steady below minor

Whiteheads Creek at Seymour 10.10am Mon 1.17 steady   
**ISSUED AT 10.45AM ON MONDAY, 14 OCTOBER 2024

STATION NAME

RIVER HEIGHTS FOR THE GOULBURN CATCHMENT
TIME HEIGHT TENDENCY FLOOD CLASS

Alexandra......................................... 4mm
Buxton.............................................. 6mm
Eildon (AWS)....................................... 9mm
Flowerdale........................................ 3mm
Jamieson........................................... 3mm
Kinglake........................................... 9mm
Lake Eildon...................................... 7mm
Mans eld.......................................... 8mm
Taggerty ........................................... 3mm
Yarck ................................................ 7mm
Yea.....................................................1mm

Above details for 7 days to 9am Monday

Height above sea level this week..................285.11m
Capacity as at 9am Monday...............................85.4%
Metres below full supply..................................3.79m
Daily in ow .................................................1500ML
Release........................................................ 3000ML
Eildon Pondage (may be subject to rapid change).................93%

DISTRICT RAINFALL

LAKE EILDON If you have any enquiries please do not hesitate 
to contact the o ce on

 5772 1002 or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

We thank you for your continued support

   Thursday 5pm
   Thursday noon
   Thursday 5pm
   Monday noon
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am
   Monday 9am
   Monday 10am

Real Estate
Trades & Services

Early General News 
Classi eds

Editorial
Sports Editorial

Letters to the Editor
Thumbsup/down

DEADLINES

Alexandra District Health
5772 0900

Yea & District Memorial 
Hospital 5736 0400

In an emergency dial
000

WEEKLY
Tues Art Group (Alex Tennis Rooms) 10am-3pm Ph 5773 2306
Tue Seniors Carpet Bowls 1.15pm
Wed Social Bowls 11am Alexandra Bowls Club Ph 5772 1150
Thu Take off weight naturally 5.45pm 5773 2427
Fri Seniors Social Club 1pm
Sun AA 7pm Anglican Church, Alexandra Ph 0402 428 086 
Sun Alanon Recovery 5.30pm. Ph Sheila 0402 428 086 
Sun Alex & Dist Dog Obedience, training. Ph 0456 583 611
Thu 7.00-10pm SES, SES/CFA complex Ph 0418 576 666
Fri Communitea 10am-12pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801

MONTHLY
1st Wed Alexandra Lions dinner meet, Corner Hotel 0427 595 318
1st Sat Alexandra Quilters RSL Hall 10am-3pm Ph 0437 005 465
1st Sun Crop/Produce swap 10.30am--noon @ Embassy of Ideas 
2nd Tue Alexandra District Garden Society Meeting Ph 5772 2285
2nd Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
2nd Sat Alexandra Market - at Station Street Ph 0427 509 988
2rd Sat Alex Repair Café 1-3pm @ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
3rd Sat Murrindindi Men 6-8pm@ Embassy of Ideas 0422 225 801
3rd Wed Alex Lions business meeting, rear RSL hall 0427 595 318
3rd Thu Alexandra Ladies Probus 10am RSL Ph 0428 976 252
3rd Thu Community Potluck dinner 6-8pm @ Embassy of Ideas
3rd Sun Alexandra RSL  Ph 0409 950 913
4th Tue Yarck CWA Meeting, 10.30am Yarck Hall.
4th Wed Molesworth Patchwork & Craft, Molesworth Hall 10am-4pm.
4th Thu Alexandra Redgate CWA Meeting 1pm, Ph 0402 804 517
Last Fri Carers Group 10am. Free morning tea. 0418 402 455

For a $5 annual fee for one line, your club or organisation’s 
regular meeting dates will be listed each week. Not only is this 
a reminder to your regular members but also a good source of 
what groups are available in the community, when they meet 

and a contact phone number.

COMMUNITY DIARY
Local Radio Frequency

UGFM 106.9 Alexandra / Lake Eildon
UGFM   88.9 Yea / Highlands
UGFM   98.5 Marysville / Lake Mountain
UGFM   98.9 Flowerdale / Hazeldene
UGFM   94.5 Kinglake Ranges

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
can be submitted via email to 

editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au or 
reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

 or by mail to Alexandra Newspapers 
 PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714.

Letters must be 300 words or less. We will 
not publish defamatory letters, or content 
which is o ensive, threatening or containing 
personal attacks. Submitted letters may be 
edited before going to print.
All letters must contain writers name, 
address and contact number. (not necessarily 
for publication). Letters without these details 
supplied cannot not be published. Deadline 
for Letters to the Editor is 9am Monday.

CONTACT DETAILS
CLASSIFIEDS AND COMMERCIAL PRINTING

reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
MANAGER AND ACCOUNTS Karen Morrison

manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au
accounts@alexandranewspapers.com.au

ADVERTISING - Jo
1sales@alexandranewspapers.com.au

TRADES - Mary
trades@alexandranewspapers.com.au

EDITOR Anne Richey
editorial@alexandranewspapers.com.au

(Bailey) journalist@alexandranewspapers.com.au
(Milly) reporter@alexandranewspapers.com.au

SPORTS
sports@alexandranewspapers.com.au

43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
Telephone: 5772 1002 Fax: 5772 1603

Hours: 9am-5pm Monday-Friday
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43 Grant Street -  PO Box 5, Alexandra 3714
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The answer is blowing in the wind
The Fera wind farm and transmission 
line issue seems to have gone a bit quiet 
recently. The “consultation” process 
apparently continues.

“Consultation” as we all know is about going 
through a process and then ramming the original 
plan down the communities throat anyway.
Unless the community has the right to say “no” 
it’s not a real consultation.

So here’s my challenge for the Murrindindi 
Shire elections: each candidate should come out 
with a clear “Yes: I support the wind farm and 
transmissions lines project” or a clear “No: I 

don’t support the wind farm and transmissions 
lines project”.

Do the candidates have that level of courage?  

your challenge.
If a secret ballot is taken of all residents who 

are impacted in any way by the wind towers 
and transmission lines is taken, and the vote 
is NO, will Fera have the courage and ethical 
commitment to say, “the project is cancelled”?

It’s time for Shire council candidates and Fera 
to show some community commitment, real 
consultation commitment and courage.

Marcus Elgin
Highlands

Letters to the Editor

State government annual financial report shows growth
THE 2023-24 Annual Financial Report for 
the Victorian Government was published last 

Acting Treasurer, Danny Pearson, explained 
how things are looking up for Victoria.

the services and infrastructure Victorians rely 
on while reducing debt and growing our state’s 
economy,” Mr Pearson said.

“Victoria is booming. Our economic growth is 
expected to be higher than the national average 

moving here because we’re investing in the 
infrastructure and services they need.”

economy that combines public and private 
investment and spending, increased by 2.1 per 
cent in 2023-24 following strong growth in 2022-
23 and is 14.4 per cent larger than prior to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Employment increased by 3.5 per cent in 2023-
24, the second highest growth in Australia, and 
wages increased by 3.6 per cent, the fastest rate 
of nominal wages growth in over a decade.

More than 862,000 new jobs have been created 
since the state government was elected in 2014, 
with a record 3.78 million Victorians now in jobs. 
Unemployment averaged 4.0 per cent in 2023-24, 

well below the 6.7 per cent unemployment rate 
left by the former government.

Business investment increased by 6 per cent 

works as well as increased investment in 
machinery and equipment.

The Annual Financial Report shows that 
Victoria’s population rose by a strong 2.7 per 
cent, or more than 180,000 people, over the year 
to March 2024, taking the population to almost 
seven million people.

The Annual Financial Report shows that the 
state government delivered a net operating cash 
surplus of $2.6 billion, the second successive 
cash surplus since emerging from the pandemic. 
The state government also improved the general 

in 2023-24.
Net debt is also $2.6 billion lower than the 

revised estimate in the May Victorian Budget 
2024/25, which sees the reduction of net debt as 

since 2017.
Growth is predicted to continue, with Deloitte 

Access Economics forecasting that the Victorian 
economy will grow faster than the national 
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throughout the Murrindindi Shire
A LOCAL, WHO KNOWS LOCAL NEEDS

ALL HOURS

AAAAA LOLOLOLOLOCACACACACALLLL,L,, WWWWWHOHOHOHOHO KKKKKNONONONONOWSWSWSWSWS LLLLLOCOCOCOCOCALALALALAL NNNNNEEEEEEEEEEDSDSDSDSDS

Garnet Bailey 0417 346 214
Chris Walsh 0407 194 037

Market @ YarckMarket @ Yarck
including CWA morning tea including CWA morning tea

 and cake stall and cake stall

Saturday, October 19
from 9am

Plants,  soap,  preserves  and  jams,   Plants,  soap,  preserves  and  jams,  
knitwear,  jewellery  and  much  moreknitwear,  jewellery  and  much  more

Sharon Fox 0407 879 612Sharon Fox 0407 879 612 Yarck Hotel   |   6607 Maroondah Highway Yarck, VIC 3719      yarckhotel.com.au

• Charcuterie to start followed 

by a BBQ and dessert.

• Exciting raffles with 

proceeds to go to Yarck CFA

• The Yarck Hotel Magic Mile 

(the race that stops a very 

small town!)

• Sweeps

• Fashions on the Field

• Main races televised

• Lots of free giveaways

• Live Music 3 – 7pm

• Courtesy bus to
get you home safely.

Melbournnee Cupp Luncheon
YA R C K  H OT E L’S

Doors open to the public after 
the race that stops a Nation!

Tuesday 5th November 2024

Prepaid tickets

$75 pp or $90 on the day

Kids 12-17yrs $20

Tickets include a free drink 
on arrival and door prizes
Race day attire, 

the fancier the better

Doors open 11am

You can buy your tickets now by direct credit to Lawrenda Pty Ltd

BSB: 06 3385 Account No: 10704735 | using reference surname and mobile number
Your ticket will be sent via SMS or see our friendly staff at the Yarck Hotel or the Yarck Produce Store

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Lifting the lid

Student grants to 
gain leadership skills

THE opening of applications for Future 
Ready 2025-2026 program grants is now 
underway, it’s available for government 

Aboriginal entities and social enterprises to 
work with students across the state and help 
them get involved in their community.

Grants of between $24,000 and $56,000 
over two years are available for a wide 
variety of activities such as mentoring and 
training, work placement and volunteering, 
and leadership and learning opportunities.

The program is designed to help students 
build confidence and skills, engage in 
practical learning that supports their pathway 
to higher education or employment and 
learn and develop in an inclusive and safe 
environment.

cover transport costs for students, such as 
those living in rural and regional areas, who 
would otherwise face barriers to taking part.

Previous participants in the program, 
formerly known as Advance, include 
Werrimull P-12 School where students took 
part in a culture trip to Adelaide, a Rubicon 
leadership camp and a trip to Grampians 
National Park. These programs enabled 

students to develop organisational and 
leadership skills as they helped to plan and 
lead the trips.

Activities funded with Future Ready 2025-
2026 program grants will take place in the 
2025 and 2026 school calendar years.   

The Future Ready program is part of the 
work of the state government to provide young 
Victorians with the support and opportunities 
they need to reach their potential.

Grant applications are open until Friday, 
November 29.

For more information about the Future 
Ready 2025-2026 program, or to apply 
visit vic.gov.au/future-ready-grants

Rotarians Howard Paix, Melinda Jackson, Chris Jackson, Neil Robinson and Ros Humphries 

LIFT the Lid on Mental 
Illness is Australian Rotary 
Health’s national annual 
fundraising day for mental 
health research.

Readers can support 
this wonderful initiative 
by making a donation on 
World Mental Health during 
October at one of the many 
businesses in Alexandra with 
collection tubs. Each year 

Australians will experience 
a mental illness and in order 
to help future generations 
of young Australians, we 
need to look ahead through 

we can prevent this type of 
illness occurring.

Lift the Lid on Mental 
Illness aims to educate all 
Australians that no matter 
what ‘hat’ you wear, we are 
all affected by mental illness. 
We hope that Lift the Lid will 
promote the need for more 
research into mental health, 
improve social awareness of 
mental health issues and stop 
Australians from keeping 
mental illness ‘under their 
hats’. Lift the Lid on Mental 
Illness is an initiative of 
Australian Rotary Health, 
one of the largest funding 
bodies of mental illness 
research in Australia.

100 per cent of proceeds 
from Lift the Lid will go 

preventions, treatments and 
cures for mental illnesses 
such as depression, anxiety, 
schizophrenia , eat ing 
disorders, and Alzheimer’s.
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Church Services
ANGLICAN 

 St Johns Alexandra 
9am Eucharist each Sunday 

Children welcome. 
Rev Mario Hendricks -  
Rectory 0435 953 777  

- - - - - - - - 
CATHOLIC

Immaculate Conception Parish
Parish Administrator Fr Jose Mathew.

 Presbytery 0468 810 871
St Matthews Eildon, Saturday 5pm

Alexandra, Sunday 8.45am
Sacred Heart Yea, Sunday 10.45am

- - - - - - - -
UNITING CHURCH In Australia

St Andrews, Downey Street, 
Alexandra

Worshipping, Welcoming
Sharing the transforming love of 

Jesus. Services 10am each Sunday
Contact 5772 2362

- - - - - - - -
OASIS COMMUNITY CHURCH

Loving God, Loving People,
 Loving Life

118 Grant Street, Alexandra
Contact: Ps Steven Turner

Ph: 0413 127 283
Meeting every Sunday @ 10am

- - - - - - - -
MOUNT CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY 

BAPTIST CHURCH
37 Grant Street , Alexandra

Pastor Daniel Kriss
Services 10am every Sunday

Phone 0400 282 536
mccbc.com.au

- - - - - - - -
THE VINE

A Christian community of the  Baptist 
Union of Victoria  Sunday 4.30pm service

Kids program during school term
St Andrew’s, 37 Downey Street, 

Alexandra 
Pastor - Geo rey Johnstone

 0481 472 152

Available from 
these retail outlets
Alexandra FoodWorks

Alexandra Newsagency
Alexandra Newspapers

Buxton Shell
Eildon Grocer

Endeavour Alexandra
 Hazeldene Store

Igloo Buxton
Marysville Grocer

Merton General Store
Seymour Newsagency

Simpsons Caltex
Taggerty Store
Thornton Store
Thornton Shell
Yea FoodWorks

Yea Newsagency
Alexandra Newspapers are 

members of:

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Unprotection 
order for 

dingoes to 
continue

THE Victorian Farmers Federation 
(VFF) has commended the Victorian 
Government’s decision to extend the 
unprotection order for dingoes and is 
a common sense move that will ensure 
farmers are equipped with the tools 
needed to protect their livestock.

VFF President Emma Germano said 
the decision follows months of sustained 
advocacy by farmers to ensure the 
welfare of livestock in the face of wild 
dog attacks is balanced with the need for 
dingo conversation. 

“This is a sorely needed win for 
common sense. Farmers are breathing 
a huge sigh of relief and I would like 
to thank Minister for Agriculture Ros 
Spence and Minister for Environment 
Steve Dimopoulos for listening to us. It 
has been an enormous effort by farmers, 

industry and everyone involved to have 
their say and make a difference.

“Farmers and local communities now 
have greater certainty when it comes to 
wild dog control methods and that lifts a 
huge burden from their shoulders.

Ms Germano added that work 
remains to be done regarding the earlier 
announced lifting of the unprotection 
order in Victoria’s north west and the 
government’s consultation on the issue. 

“We’re seeking a much clearer process 
and timeframe on all decisions like 
these. We could have avoided so much 
angst and worry with a much better 
consultative roadmap.

“Solutions such as the reinstatement 
of the Wild Dogs Advisory Committee 
is a place for all stakeholders to come 

moving forward,” Ms Germano said.

Fraser Block 
campgrounds 

update
WORKS have commenced at the Fraser 
block campgrounds in Lake Eildon National 
Park Devil Cove, Candlebark and Lakeside 
as the ageing infrastructure is currently 
impacting the water supply to the area. The 
projects progress includes stage one water 
tanks installed, works have started and are 
expected to take approximately two months 
to complete, subject to material availability, 
weather and on-ground conditions.

Water tanks will be installed to provide 
a reliable source of running water to the 
Fraser Block campgrounds. 

At Lakeside, f lushing toilets and 
handbasins will be available. At 

toilets, handbasins and showers will be 
available. Drinking water and tap water 
will not be available.

These works will enable all campsites 
at Lakeside, Candlebark and Devil 
Cove campgrounds, as well as the Herb 
Fitzroy Day Visitor Area to be reopened 
while the stage two updates are planned 
and completed.

During construction some areas will 
be temporarily closed to public access, 
however access to the main campground 
areas will not be impacted.

Stage two of updated visitor facilities 
to address the infrastructure currently 
impacting the water supply to the area. 
Updates to the visitor facilities at Lakeside 
Campground and Candlebark Campground 
are also planned. Planning and design 
option for later works will be updated as 
they progress. 

For more information about the project 
visit Parks Victoria website.

THE items in Out and About are sourced from 
our advertising and news stories. Out and 
About is not a free community listing diary. 
Not all items can be included and are placed 
at the discretion of Alexandra Newspapers.

* * * * * * * * *

MONDAY, OCTOBER 14
Operation Christmas Child is on again. It 
runs from today through until October 18. 
Oasis Community Church, 188 Grant Street, 
Alexandra from 10am-4pm. Tea and coffee 
supplied, main packing day, October 17. Help 
pack a box for underprivileged children around 
the world. All supplied provided. $12.50 per 
box or donation. For full details contact Judy 
Peters 0458 991 855.

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
Market@Yarck including CWA morning 
tea and cake stall. Plants, soap, jewellery, 
knitwear and much more from 9am.

* * * * * * * * *

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
Alexandra RSL general meeting will be held 
at noon at the RSL hall, light lunch to follow.

* * * * * * * * *

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
Yea Arts Inc AGM will be held at the Yea Butter 
Factory at 7pm. all welcome. To vote, you 
must be a paid up member. Enquiries to Adam 
Dennis 0488 670 077 or YeaArtsInc.org/AGM

--------

Alexandra Football Netball Club AGM will 
be held at 6pm at the club rooms. Everyone 
is welcome. For details contact Kylie Cairns 
or Ray Steyger. NOTE CHANGE OF TIME.

--------
Drop into the Eildon Shops between 11.30 

and noon and have a chat to Helen Haines at 

* * * * * * * * *

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24
Eildon Action AGM will be held at 4pm at 
the Eildon Information Centre.

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
Alexandra Race Club Cox Plate Day. Music, 
tote and bookies, $15 per person. Children 
under 16 free. $10 for Concession Card 
holders. First race at 1.15pm. There will be 
a bus available bookings essential country.
racing.com/Alexandra.

--------
Yellow Creek Dairy Creek Landcare will 

hold their AGM at 4pm at 17 Sichlau’s Road 
Yea. A barbecue will follow.

* * * * * * * * *

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
Alexandra and District Dog Obedience Club 
AGM will be held at 10am at Briggs Oval.

--------
Wearable Floral Art. Prizes for most creative 
entries Rennies at Acheron 132 Breakaway 
Road, Acheron. Guest speakers Costa from 
Gardening Australia, Joost Bakker, Future 
food systems and Peter Burgess, Rainbow 

Bee Eater. Music, licensed café and more.

* * * * * * * * *

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28
Embassy of Ideas AGM will be held at 6pm 
at 3 Bailey Street, Alexandra. All welcome.

* * * * * * * * *

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30
Alexandra District Netball Association will 
hold their AGM at 7pm at the Alexandra 
Community Shed. For further information 
contact Cassandra on 0418 538 964.

* * * * * * * * *

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31
Redgate Alexandra CWA will hold their AGM 
at 10am at the CWA Rooms in Perkins Street, 
Alexandra. For more information contact Sue 
0412 435 946.

* * * * * * * * *

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Yarck Hotel are holding a Melbourne Cup 
Lunch. Commencing at 11am. Race day attire, 
the fancier, the better. Prepaid tickets available 
from Lawrenda Pty Ltd or visit the hotel or 
the produce store for tickets. See ad in this 
edition for payment details. Doors open to 
the public after the cup.

* * * * * * * * *

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Murrindindi Harvest Celebration Yea Railway 
Park 11am-4pm.

* * * * * * * * *
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An election is being held for Murrindindi Shire Council. 

Check the mail for your ballot pack

Ballot packs containing voting material were mailed to enrolled voters from
Monday 7 October. 

This is a postal election only. 

If you do not receive your ballot pack by e day October please visit
vec.vic.gov.au to complete the online replacement form, or call   to arrange a 
replacement.

Candidates
Candidates who have nominated for election are listed in the ballot packs and at 
vec.vic.gov.au 

A photo and candidate statement will also be included if provided by candidates. 
Responses to a candidate questionnaire, if provided, are available at vec.vic.gov.au

How to vote correctly
You must complete your ballot paper correctly for your vote to count. Put the number 
 in the box next to the candidate you want to see elected, then number all the other 

boxes in order of your choice. You must number every box and only use each number 
once. 

How to return your ballot pack
Put your completed ballot paper in the ballot paper envelope, complete the 
declaration, then post it ASAP using the reply-paid envelope provided, or hand deliver 
it during election o ce hours to

Murrindindi Shire Council Yea ce

15 The Semi Circle

Yea

Voting is compulsory
Voting is compulsory for all voters who were enrolled at 4 pm on Wednesday 7 August. 
This includes state-enrolled and council-enrolled voters. 

If you don t vote and don t have a valid excuse, you may be ned.

Your completed ballot pack must be in the mail or hand delivered 
by riday October.

State-enrolled voters can register for free VoterAlert SMS and 
email reminders at vec.vic.gov.au

Murrindindi Shire Council postal election 
My council, my vote 

Authorised by S. Bluemmel, Electoral Commissioner, 530 Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria.

@electionsvicvec.vic.gov.au | 131 832 
or en uirie  in anguage  ot er t an ng i

 (Khmer) 9209 0192  (Korean) 9209 0194  (Macedonian) 9209 0105  (Nepali) 9209 0163  (Persian) 9209 0195 (Thai) 9209 0164
Türkçe (Turkish) 9209 0110  (Urdu) 9209 0165  (Vietnamese) 9209 0111 All other non-English languages 9209 0112

 (Croatian) 9209 0102  (Dari) 9209 0193 (Dinka) 9209 01119  (Greek) 9209 0103  (Hazaragi) 9209 0162  (Italian) 9209 0104
 (Cantonese) 9209 0101(Arabic) 9209 0100 (Assyrian) 9209 0160 (Burmese) 9209 0161 (Mandarin) 9209 0106
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Berry case adjourned
SEYMOUR man David Graham 
Berry, who is facing charges of fatally 
striking an Alexandra motorcyclist 
earlier this year near Yarck with an 
allegedly stolen vehicle, plans to 
contest the charges.

Berry appeared in Shepparton 
Magistrates’ Court on October 8 
for a committal mention. However, 
his lawyer applied to cross-examine 
police witnesses. As a result the 
case was adjourned for a contested 
committal hearing on February 5, 
2025. He will remain in custody 
until then.

A white Ford Ranger is alleged to 
have been stolen by Berry from Euroa 

on May 9. It is alleged that Berry 
then drove the vehicle erratically 
and collided with the 56-year-old 
motorcyclist on that same day.

and attempted to hitchhike out of the 
area but was later apprehended by 
police after an extensive search.

offences when the alleged incident 
happened and is facing charges of 
dangerous driving causing death, 
burglary, theft, and failing to stop 
and render assistance.

At the May 10 hearing following 
the accident the court was told that 

Berry was suspected to have been 
substance-affected and an unlicensed 
learner driver at the time.

The court was also informed that 

a court order, while the second and 
third cases were related to theft and 
committing an offence while on bail.

His fourth bail violation was for 
failing to appear in court, while the 

drug possession and an imitation 

during the May hearing that Berry 
had prior convictions.

Car 
theft 

in 
Eildon
POLICE are investigating the 
theft of a Toyota Hilux from 
Eildon on Saturday, October 
5. Detectives have been told 
the silver 2015 model ute, with 
registration 1RG1NG, was 
parked on Jerusalem Creek Road 
when it was taken sometime 
between 1pm and 4.30pm.

Investigators are appealing 
for anyone in the area who may 
have dashcam vision of the 
vehicle to come forward.

An image has been released 
of the distinctive ute in the 
hope that someone may be 
able to provide information on 
its whereabouts.

Anyone with information is 
urged to contact Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or submit a 

crimestoppersvic.com.au Have you seen this car? If you have contact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. -S

Residents beware 
new NBN scam

RESIDENTS of Murrindindi 
should be aware that a new scam 
phone call is doing the rounds, 
with the caller pretending to be 
from the National Broadband 
Network (NBN).

The caller says something 
along the lines of there is slow 
internet speed in the postcode 
3717 area, and that the NBN 
is going to provide increased 
internet speed at no extra cost, 
aside from a $5 fee for delivery 
of a new modem.

From there, the caller directs 
the person to their computer, 
where they advise them to 
download an app that gives 
the scammer full control over 
the computer. Once that step 
is complete, they go into the 
person’s bank accounts and 
withdraw money. 

This scam call has taken place 
on landlines previously. Anyone 
who encounters this scam call 
can go to the NBN website for 

there. 
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Afternoon tea 
with Josie

JOSIE Parsons, who has played the piano for Kellock Lodge singalongs for the past two 
decades, invited residents of Kellock and locals to an afternoon tea at her house.

The tea was held in the backyard of Josie’s house in Alexandra, with its stunning and 
vibrant garden. Residents were given tea, coffee, cakes, sandwiches, and good company.

The Gillespies played some music for those who came to the afternoon tea, providing 
lovely Celtic-style atmospheric music.

Josie said that after playing the piano at Kellock for so long, and being friends with so 
many of the residents, she thought they would love an opportunity to see where she lives, 
and that it would provide a nice afternoon excursion.

Local residents and Kellock Lodge residents together enjoyed an afternoon tea at Josie Parsons’ house. -BD

The Gillespies providing some fantastic musical entertainment for the afternoon tea, with a mix of 
Celtic atmospheric music. -BD

Josie Parsons’ garden was a vibrant background for those enjoying afternoon tea. -BD
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Publication date: October 30 Deadline date: October 24, 5pm

Publication date: November 6 Deadline date: October 31, 5pm

Publication date: November 13 Deadline date: November 7, 5pm
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Ballot packs mailed 
for Murrindindi Shire 

Council election
VOTERS enrolled in Murrindindi Shire 
Council should check the mail for their 
ballot packs. Electoral Commissioner 
Sven Bluemmel is encouraging people 
to vote as early as possible.  

“This election is postal, so it’s 
important to complete and return your 
ballot material as soon as possible 
to make sure your vote counts,” Mr 
Bluemmel said.

Ballot material must be in the mail 

Murrindindi Shire Council by 6 pm 
Friday, October 25. Voters who haven’t 
received their ballot pack by Tuesday, 
October 15 should go to vec.vic.gov.au
to complete an online replacement ballot 
pack form.

Candidates who have nominated for the 
election are listed in the ballot packs and 
on the Victorian Electoral Commission 
(VEC) website at vec.vic.gov.au

If candidates have provided them, 
there will also be candidate photos 
and statements in the packs, and 
answers to the candidate questionnaire 
online. Voting is compulsory for all 
voters who were enrolled for this election 
at 4pm Wednesday, August 7. Voters who 

Voting in the Murrindindi Shire 
Council election is entirely by post, 
there are no voting centres. The VEC 
will send ballot packs to all enrolled 

voters between Monday, October 7 
and Thursday, October 10. Packs are 
delivered in random order, so voters in 
the same home may receive their packs 
on different days.

The election uses full preferential 
voting; voters will need to put the number 
‘1’ in the box next to the candidate they 
most want to see elected, and then 
number all the other boxes in order of 
their choice. Voters must number every 
box and only use each number once.

it has received all ballots admissible 
to the count. The Local Government 
(Electoral) Regulations 2020 allow postal 
votes to be received until noon on Friday, 
November 1. This ensures votes signed 
by the close of voting can be included 
in the count. Votes received during the 
extended period will be admitted if the 
voter completed them before the close 
of voting.

Candidates can appoint scrutineers to 
watch the counting process. The VEC 
expects the successful candidate to be 
declared no later than Friday, November 
15.

Once declared elected, the Chief 

Council will swear in the incoming 
councillors under the Local Government 
Act 2020. Councillors will represent their 
community until the next general election 
in 2028.

The art of being a senior
CLASSES that are offered to Murrindindi 
East U3A members are not always part of a 
scheduled program and this was the case the 
other week, when members enjoyed a guest 
speaker from Melbourne especially for U3A.

Russell Halden was the speaker at the 
“Meet the Artist” event, held in the rustic 
surrounds of The Embassy of Ideas, a perfect 
location to showcase Australian landscapes.

Mr Halden works in oil paints predominantly 
and the art he displayed was full of colour 
and gloss. Artworks were displayed while 
everyone sat around in the comfort of lounge 
chairs at the Embassy. Hot drinks and light 
refreshments were enjoyed as people heard 
Russell Halden’s story.

He paints landscapes because he enjoys it. 
Just hearing him speak shows he is proud of 
his work and was happy to tell everyone the 
way in which he applies brushes and paints 
to achieve the effects that he wants. His art 
is very colourful and he employs different 
techniques to get the subject matter to ‘pop 

out’ of the painting. He taught us that an artist 
had to “look through the leaves on the trees” 
in order to properly paint the background. It 
was a delight to hear him speak with such 
passion for his craft.

A local author, Anne Larkin came to 
hear the talk as Russell Halden had drawn 
the artwork for her recent bush-yarn, ‘The 
Piano’s Secret’.

U3A celebrated Victoria’s Seniors Festival 
this month. “Explore - Engage - Evolve” is 
this year’s theme. There is craft in the garden 
on Thursday, walking on Friday morning and 
at 5pm there is Mamma Mia screening at 
the Alexandra Shire Hall. Refreshments are 
provided and all events are free.

Seniors Week is proudly sponsored 
by Foundation Murrindindi. For more 
information email: info@murrindindieastu3a.
org.au or phone 0456 583 611. Community 
members are invited to join U3A members 
in their Senior Festival Celebrations. So go 
along and celebrate being a senior.

Russell Halden and Anne Larkin at the U3A art event. 
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Student of the Week Proudly supported by 
Kinglake branch

Oliver has made a great 
start at Buxton this 

term. He has tackled 
new challenges with 

a positive attitude 
and made many new 
friends. Keep up the 
great e ort Oliver.

EILDON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Corbyn 

and Tristan 
demonstrated the 
school values of 
Cooperation and 

Achievement 
this week.

ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL
Jamie

Jaime is a conscientious student who 
is always ready to learn and do her 

best. She is willing to help others and 
is polite and respectful to everyone 

in the school community. Jaime is to 
be commended for her growth in her 
learning, particularly mathematics. 

She applies herself to the best of her 
ability and perseveres when the

 task is challenging. 

Congratulations Jaime

Jack Laverty – 5/6B

Jack is a positive student and a 
great role model. He is inclusive 

in both classroom and playground 
activities. Jack has a great learning 

attitude, he is open to feedback 
and ready to make adjustments 
necessary to improve. We are 

proud to have you in our 
learning community. 
Jack, you are a star.

ALEXANDRA PRIMARY SCHOOL BUXTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au
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Gaelle Broad MP has urged people to make submissions to the inquiry into ambulance services.  

Managing asthma as the pollen season arrives
EXPERTS are warning of a challenging 
hay-fever season this year, increasing risk 
for people living with asthma as well as the 
likelihood of thunderstorm asthma conditions 
due to unpredictable weather patterns.

Thunderstorm asthma can develop 
when thunderstorms occur during high 
pollen periods, usually from October to 
December.  This compounds the effects of 
usual asthma triggers, including pollen, but 

The most common symptoms of asthma 

feeling out of breath and tightness in the chest.
Asthma symptoms can sometimes 

is known as an asthma attack. A serious 
asthma attack requires urgent medical 
attention from a healthcare professional or 
emergency department.

Asthma affects one in nine Australian 

develop asthma, even if they didn’t have it 
as a child.

Paramedics are also reminding Victorians 
to update their asthma action plans to stay 
safe. Asthma can affect people of all ages 
and, if unmanaged, can develop into a serious 
health concern.

Ambulance Victoria (AV) Director 
Emergency Management, Justin Dunlop, 
said creating an asthma action plan is an easy 
and potentially lifesaving step.

It’s simple. Visit your GP and they can 
create a plan with you,” he said.

“Everyone’s asthma action plan will look 
different, and it will help you manage your 

in an emergency.”
Adults should update their asthma action 

plan yearly, while every six months is 
recommended for children.

For Victorians that have hay fever and have 
also experienced asthma symptoms such as 

coughing and chest tightness, see your GP.
Mr Dunlop said taking preventative 

action will make a real difference for our 
busy paramedics.

“Follow your asthma action plan, and most 

breathing and their reliever medicine is not 
working, don’t delay in calling Triple Zero 
(000),” he said.  

There are effective medicines for asthma 
that will help a person feel well and help keep 
them out of hospital when taken correctly. 
Asthma reliever medicines help open the 
airways quickly to relieve symptoms during 
an asthma attack. They work within minutes 
and the effects can last for hours.

Asthma preventer medicines help prevent 
asthma attacks and keep asthma under 
control. Preventer medicines usually contain 

corticosteroids that are similar to the steroids 
the body produces. These treatments are anti-

For information and advice, call the 
Nurse On Call helpline on 1800 022 222. A 
registered helpline nurse is available 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.

The Victorian Virtual Emergency 
Department (VVED) is available at vved.
org.au and is a free 24/7 online service. It 
connects people with emergency doctors and 
nurses from anywhere in the state.

You can also visit an Urgent Care Clinic, 
which provides GP-led care to those who need 
urgent care, but not an emergency response. 

Health website.
To learn more about asthma action plans, 

betterhealth.
vic.gov.au/health/conditionandtreatments/
asthma-action-plans

Call for ambulance inquiry input
experience of the ambulance system to have 
their say in a parliamentary inquiry into 
Ambulance Victoria.

Public submissions are now open for the 
Legislative Council Legal and Social Issues 
Committee inquiry.

The inquiry will look into issues involved 
with call taking, dispatch, ambulance 
ramping, working conditions and workloads 
of paramedics, allegations of fraud and 

and the general workplace culture within 
Ambulance Victoria.

had their say.
“I’ve spoken with people across Northern 

Victoria who called for an ambulance but 
none were available. A gentleman 200 metres 
from hospital who had to wait hours, a lady 
in severe pain who was told to take a taxi 
to hospital, and a young woman who called 

“There are ongoing issues with ambulance 
ramping at hospitals right across regional 

and Wodonga.
“Indigo Shire has some of the worst 

ambulance response times in Victoria, and 
there are unique challenges in cross border 
communities that need to be resolved,” Ms 

“Paramedics are doing the best they can 
but the system is broken and is letting them 
and the community down. This inquiry is 
an important opportunity for people to share 
their insights, whether it be paramedics, 

patients, or those with an interest in improving 
Victoria’s health system.

“Despite the government’s objections, the 
Upper House of the Victorian Parliament 
supported this inquiry because these issues 
need to be addressed.”

Submissions close on February 28, 2025. 
Public hearings will be scheduled once 
submissions have closed.

The full terms of reference for the inquiry 
are available on the committee’s, including 
information on how to sign up to email alerts 
and how to make a submission.
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Call Marian 0412 109 129 for details

Lorem ipsum

 Alexandra and District Open Gardens 2024

Ph    0412 109 129

PRIZES FOR MOST CREATIVE ENTRIES

Little River Wines and On Point Brewerylicensed cafe with

Guest Speakers 
COSTA - Gardening Australia 

Jo0st Bakker - future food systems
Peter Burgess - Rainbow Bee Eater 

Music - soloman and lacey

sunday 27th october 1.00pm onwards

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Consultation for 
keeping safe on 

social media
THE Victorian Government is launching a 
public consultation on age limits for social 

social media education program to keep kids 
safe online.

Last week an online survey giving parents, 
teachers and young people the opportunity to 
share their experiences and concerns about 

Schools back, 
slow down

TERM four of school is now underway 
and it’s time to remember to slow down 
near school zones to 40km per hour.  These 
reduced speed limits are designed to keep 
kids safe by lowering the speed limit at 
peak times when children are travelling to 
and from school.

In most cases the speed limit during 
school speed zone times is 40km/h, this 
is when the original speed limit is less 
than 80km/h and the speed limit changes 
to 60km/h when the original speed limit 
is 80km/h or higher.

The speed limit and operating times 
will be clearly displayed on nearby signs.

School speed limits apply depending on 
the zone you’re travelling in. The types of 
zones are permanent 40km/h zones and 
variable time based zones.  

Time based school zones operate 
between 8 and 9.30am and 2.30 to 4pm, on 
weekdays during Victorian school terms, 
except for public holidays.

social media use was launched at a Melbourne 
High School.

Findings from this consultation process 
will then shape a new social media safety 
program, Safe Socials.

The program will be delivered in schools 
as a resource for students, teachers and 
families about how to navigate and live with 
social media.

Safe Socials builds on the success of 
other education programs pioneered by 
the Victorian Government, such as Safe 
Schools and Respectful Relationships, and 

phones in schools.
A $3.5 million investment will support the 

Department of Education to develop the new 
digital literacy resources.

The program will also include a dedicated 
website and fact sheets to help parents and 
carers understand social media safety.

The state government will work with 
the Commonwealth and other states and 
territories to introduce age limits, so kids 
aren’t using social media before they’re ready.

The survey at engage.vic.gov.au/safesocials 
will be open until November 1, with groups 
able to participate.

The consultation process will also include 
a series of roundtable discussions, led by the 
Parliamentary Secretary for Children, Nathan 
Lambert, and the Parliamentary Secretary for 
Education, Nina Taylor, bringing together key 
stakeholders to capture the diverse needs of 
the Victorian community.

The process will also inform the 
Commonwealth’s laws for national age limits 
on social media.

Simpsons Fuel wins Best Small Fuel Distributor
SIMPSONS Fuel is proud to announce that it has been awarded 
the title of Best Small Fuel Distributor at the prestigious Asia 

September 25 in Brisbane.

Distributor and the Marg Taylor Community Spirit Awards.

industry with a focus on excellence in compliance, safe and 
healthy workplaces, championing innovation, sustainability 
and community spirit.

Simpsons Fuel has consistently demonstrated it’s dedication 
to providing high-quality fuel products and exceptional 
customer service. With a focus on sustainability, safety 

edge technologies and practices that set it apart in a 
competitive industry.

At the presentation, Sarah Simpson of Simpsons Fuel, 
said “It is truly a privilege to accept this award on behalf of 
everyone at Simpsons Fuel. My grandparents Ian and Mary 
Simpson started our fuel journey more than 70 years ago.

“Our business has come a long way from the days of one 
freight truck and a petrol pump in the backyard of their home. 

hard work of our entire team.
“We have a community focused staff who truly want the 

best for our customers and it shows in their service and 
dedication,” Sarah said.

Sarah then recognised the leadership and service Gordon 
and Janene Simpson give to their company and the community 
service legacy that the business continues to build on. She 
thanked Ampol and other suppliers for their ongoing support.

As part of its ongoing commitment to excellence, Simpsons 
Fuel plans to continue investing in new technologies and 
expanding its service offerings to better meet the evolving 
needs of its customers while staying true to their community 
focused values.

About Simpsons Fuel: Simpsons Fuel is a leading provider of 
fuel distribution services, committed to quality and customer 
satisfaction with deliveries across North East Victoria. They 
operate Ampol Service Stations in Alexandra and Eildon and Members of the Simpson family were happy to accept the award for Best Small Fuel Distributor. Pictured are Gordon, Janene, Sarah, 

and Haydn Simpson. -S
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The positions are full-time (38 hour week) with hours normally 9am until 5:30pm, 

To apply for a position, please email your 
covering letter, resume (with references), and 
contact details to jobs@reddrop.com.au

WORK LOCALWORK LOCAL
save fuel, time and make money

CONTACT US:
jobs@koalacherries.com.au

MANY VARIED ROLES AVAILABLE
For more information visit -
https://koalacherries.com.au/pages/work-with-us

CHERRIES
ARE COMING!

JOIN OUR TEAM FOR OUR 
UPCOMING CHERRY HARVEST

November to January harvest

ONLINE APPLICATIONS OPEN
21ST OCTOBER 2024

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

The benefits of working local
FOR years, many residents have relied on 

journey to work, often draining and stressful, 
left little time for family, personal passions, or 
meaningful connections with their community.

However, there are those in the community 
who have chosen to to explore local 

Without the need to commute, many have 
found they have more hours in their day. This 
extra time meant they can enjoy breakfast at 
home, walk their children to school, or catch 
up on a few home tasks before or after work.

Financially, local employment makes 
sense too. The money saved on fuel, train 
tickets, and parking fees accumulates. More 
importantly, this wealth stays within the 
community. Local businesses thrive as 
employees spend their earnings at nearby 
shops, restaurants, and services, creating a 
vibrant local economy. As the community 
invests in itself, new opportunities emerge, 
allowing more people to live and work in the 
same area.

Working locally also fosters a sense of 
belonging and purpose. Instead of being 

towards local work also inspires creativity 
and innovation. Without the rigid structure 

themselves able to explore new ideas and 
entrepreneurial ventures.

locally is that it allows people to truly live 
in the place they love and not just passing 
through for a few hours of sleep before the 
next day’s commute.

Local workers are present, engaged, and 
contribute to a shared vision of what their 
town could be. A place where work, life, and 
community were seamlessly intertwined.
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More room available
NEW research published by Dr Lyndall 
Bryant, who specialises in property economics 
at the Queensland University of Technology, 
has suggested that better utilisation of existing 
homes could help ease the pressures of the 
current housing crisis. 

The academic article, titled ‘The role of 
older Australians in addressing the housing 
crisis: spare bedrooms, taxation, and the 
pension’, proposes the idea that “older 
Australians may be incentivised to rent out 
spare bedrooms.”

“The housing crisis is a complex matter 
and new housing supply is years away, 
despite billions of dollars of government 
commitments. Millions of empty bedrooms 
exist and yet many older homeowners live in 
poverty rather than risk losing their pension or 

paying taxes by renting out a spare bedroom,” 
the article reads.

Statistics from the 2021 census stated that 
77 per cent of private homes had at least one 
spare bedroom, while 3.09 million households 
(31.8 per cent) have two spare bedrooms, 
and 1.22 million households (12.5 per cent) 
have three or more spare bedrooms. That 
leads to 13 million unused bedrooms within 
Australia’s existing homes. 

Of these, “older Australians represent the 
highest proportion of homeowners, with over 
80 per cent of persons aged over 65 owning 
their own home, three quarters of those homes 
contain three or more bedrooms, and 84 
per cent of these homes are under-utilised,” 
according to the article.

Renting these unused bedrooms out could 
help take the pressure off Australia in the 
short term with the current housing crisis. 
However, the issues of privacy and safety 
would come into play, the same as with any 
form of rental currently. Cohabitation is also 
an issue that could arise. 

“However, under the right circumstances, 
with appropriate support and education, such 
‘house sharing’ arrangements could alleviate 
some of the current housing and cost of living 
issues,” the article reads.

“There is an urgent need for further research 
to be undertaken to explore opportunities to 
incentivise, educate, support, and protect 
older Australians to open their homes and 
unlock existing housing stock for immediate 
use by those in need.”

The full academic article can be viewed at 
eprints.qut.edu.au/251974/14/BP60_Bryant_
TheroleofolderAustralians_2.pdf

Less first-home buyers
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) highlight the 
deepening housing affordability crisis, as 
rising loan values mask a worrying decline 

Ms Leanne Pilkington, President of the 
Real Estate Institute of Australia (REIA), 
said housing affordability is now more than 
a growing concern, with the proportion 
of family income required to meet loan 

“Despite an overall one per cent increase 
in the total value of new housing loans to 
$30.4 billion in August, the number of 

per cent, signalling a troubling trend,” Ms 
Pilkington said.

“The fall in first-home buyer loans 
points to the ongoing struggles faced by 
young Australians attempting to enter the 
property market.

“The decline ref lects the strain on 
affordability, exacerbated by rising 
property prices and higher interest rates, 
which are pushing home ownership further 
out of reach. We are facing a critical issue. 
Families are stretching their finances 
to unprecedented levels to meet loan 

increasingly sidelined,” she added.
Ms Pilkington said that while the value of 

new investor loans rose 1.4 per cent to $11.7 
billion, 34.2 per cent higher than August 

new investors into the market.
“With investor loans up 34.2 per cent 

since August 2023, the increase is almost 

Queensland which saw an incredible $200 
million rise. Every other state except the 
ACT recorded losses. The ACT increase 
was predominantly due to a large number 
of off the plan apartments settling at once,” 
she said.

“Seeing decreases in investment 
loans across the country is concerning, 
especially in light of current discussions 
surrounding negative gearing. However, 
reports of easing rent prices may relieve 
some immediate pressure. The focus should 

remain on policies that encourage housing 
supply as the long-term solution.

may have dipped, addressing supply 
shortages and broader cost-of-living 
issues will be more effective in ensuring 
sustainable affordability for both FHBs 
and investors. Still, the data points to a 
growing imbalance, underscoring the need 
for urgent policy intervention to address 
housing affordability across the country,” 
Ms Pilkington concluded.



The Alexandra & Eildon Standard, Wednesday, October 16, 202414 www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Feedback needed for 
the new Bushfire Code
THE Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 

community, business, industry and stakeholders during the 2023 

have your say on the draft code visit engage.vic.gov.au/Code-of-

Prepare ahead of increased fire risk
THE CFA is urging residents to prepare their 

The seasonal outlook for spring, released 

Jason Heffernan stressed the importance of 

“An earlier start to the fire season 
means community members need to start 

heavy fuels around the home, residents 
are protecting their property and helping 

“Simple tasks such as clearing gutters, 
pruning overhanging branches, maintaining 

He also stressed that every household 
should take the time to create a plan for their 

prepared saves lives, and it could save the 

Haines aims to improve access 
to home battery storage

the government to help households 

improving access to home battery 

for Climate Change and Energy, Josh 

Haines pushed for support of her 
 in 

response to collapsing solar feed-in 

government prioritised home batteries 
to deliver practical relief measures to 
help households maximise the full 

“Energy bills are one of the biggest 

need to support people to reduce their 

“One in th ree Aust ral ian 
households have already taken their 

by installing rooftop solar to reduce 

those households had batteries to 
store that energy, they could reduce 

Cheaper 
to make this 

technology more affordable and 
accessible, and to store more clean 

Dr Haines introduced a private 
members bill in 2022 and again 
in 2023 to include home batteries 
in the 

Parliamentary Budget Off ice 

The SRES is responsible for 

and the highest take up rate of rooftop 

“This is the missing piece of the 

periods instead of buying it back from 

to take every opportunity to push the 

broader conversation about home 

Changing settings in the electricity 
sector have seen a steep reduction 
in feed-in tariff rates and a risk that 

years, and it is clear as Solar Feed-

Dr Haines said only a fraction of 

successful government program 
and it should be a no brainer for the 

further, but it also helps address the 

It is important to make sure house gutters are clear of leaves.  
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A family-owned local 
one stop shop for 

Plumbing, Irrigation, 
Farm, Stock and 

Pet Supplies.

46-48 William Street Alexandra      5772 2110      alexgrainstore@gmail.com

    Sponsored by

SAVE THE DATE

Store Sale

Store Sale

Weaner Sale

Weaner Sale

Store Sale

Store Sale

Weaner Sale

Weaner Sale

Weaner Sale

JANUARY 15, 2025 Yea Saleyards

NOVEMBER 8, Yea Saleyards

NOVEMBER 29, Yea Saleyards

DECEMBER 6, Yea Saleyards

NOVEMBER 1, Yea Saleyards

NOVEMBER 22, Yea Saleyards

DECEMBER 13, Yea Saleyards

JANUARY 10, 2025 Yea Saleyards

JANUARY 17, 2025 Yea Saleyards

ON THE LANDON THE LAND
Agriculture, Horticulture, Viticulture, Aquaculture and Silviculture

OCTOBER PHOTO COMPETITION

5772 1405
79 Grant Street Alexandra

Dindicountryclothing@gmail.com
facebook.com/DindiCountryClothing/

Dindi Country Clothing

T&C: Professional photographers are ineligible to enter
ta  or asso iate  fa i  e bers of le an ra e spapers

 are ineligible to enter  Photos st be ta en ithin the 
rrin in i hire

Sponsored by

Email your photo and contact details to
manager@alexandranewspapers.com.au

by noon October 24, 2024

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Watching out 
for scours 
outbreak

by Dr Jeff Cave, Agriculture Victoria Senior 

KEEPING your calves in good health is of top 
importance. A scours outbreak in your herd 
can be time consuming, expensive to treat 
and, if not managed correctly, can result in 

Calf scours is most common in beef calves 

calves start to scour and become sick. It is 
therefore important to manage calving herds 
to avoid outbreaks.

the environment, the health of the calf and 
the presence of disease causing agents 

and protozoa.

around the time of calving, and in much 
greater numbers in the manure of scouring 
calves and unaffected calves up to six months 
of age. During a scours outbreak, a rapid build 
up of pathogens can occur in the environment.

While the pathogen’s actions vary their 

the death of the calf.
To reduce the risk of calf scours in your herd 

calves and potential sources of infection by 

manure build up; maximise colostrum intake 

poor early bonding calves from heifers are 
most at risk.

colostrum. Avoid stress, poor nutrition and 

calf scour pathogens into the herd by not 

another property and not introducing recently 
purchased animals into the calving herd.

Control measures should be applied quickly 

the disease can spread rapidly if pathogen 
build-up is not addressed. Move all pregnant 

To successfully treat a scouring calf, 
supportive therapy is needed to counteract 
the effects of diarrhoea.

The most important aspect of supportive 
therapy is to give an adequate quantity of 

in the diarrhoea.
The use of antibiotics may be appropriate 

but only under veterinary advice.
A key to the success of treatment is to 

a trouble free calving season.
For further advice please contact your 

local veterinarian or Agriculture Victoria 
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Crossword

ACROSS
1. A sweet innocent baby.
5. The feeling of heat.
8. Cable used for high-

frequency transmissions.
9. A walk in shallow water.
10. A slow, easy kind of run.
11. Mark with small spots.
15. Closely crowded together.
17. Moved forward very slowly.
19. A most pungent vegetable.
20. Free from dirt.
23. Fine and good.
26. An acrobatic athlete.
29. Cover with concrete.
30. Religious song of praise.
31. Provide with nourishment.
32. A temporary military unit.
33. Exchanges goods.

DOWN
2. Respectful deference.
3. A small hollow.
4. Two items of the same kind.
5. Whip to a froth.
6. Turned over and over.
7. Three times as many
12. Ranunculaceous flower.
13. Small rough-haired terrier.

14. Gives temporarily.
16. Born.
18. Pump operated 

by a windmill.
21. An association of clubs.

22. Item to be attended to.
24. Greek goddess.
25. Reduce in rank.
27. Edible mushroom.
28. Fully grown.

AUGUSTUS

BARNEY

BIMBERI

BOGONG

BOWEN

CONNER

CRADLE

GOWER

KOSCIUSZKO

OSSA

SONDER

ZEIL

A S Y E N R A B L B O L X N J
Y T K O D E I K C I C Q U E U
B O G O N G L O J M C R T W I
L I S A C S N D R B J E O O Y
W Q B E G N U E A E F W S B T
B O Z L E J D T H R V O K V F
F Z I R S N G L S I C G S E R
B E V O O J E J U U F K T H E
Z C S S S I H G O B G Z Z Q K
D K R S A Z X J O S C U G B N
O K Z S U I C S O K S J A N H
Y U P D D M E A U G K A N C T
W Q U K X J I G P A Y B P J I
X Q N Q A E T J D S K Q S Y O
R M L J Q B Q I E E T E G I R

Mountains of Australia

Sudoku

Math SquareWord Search

Difficulty: Medium

Fill in the boxes using the numbers 1 to 9. 
Every row and column and every group 
of 9 boxes inside the thicker lines must 

contain each number and letter only once.

Fill in the missing numbers.

The missing values are the whole 
numbers between 1 and 9.

Each number is only used once.
Each row is a math equation.

Each column is a math equation.
Remember that multiplication and division are 

performed before addition and subtraction.

Maze

www.murrindindibusiness.com.au

Impressive numbers 
for Victorian Building 

and approvals
IN the last 12 months more than 60,000 
home completions have taken place 
in Victoria.

ABS data released last week shows 
Victoria built 60,606 homes over the 
year, a 7.5 per cent increase year on year, 
while New South Wales built 46,573 
homes, a 3.9 per cent decline year on 
year. 

Earlier this month, the ABS also 

national benchmark for home approvals, 
approving around 10,000 more homes 
than New South Wales and 18,000 more 
homes than Queensland. 

These results come following the state 
governments landmark housing reforms 
released last year as part of the Housing 

Statement, plus a commitment to do even 
more over the coming months to get more 
homes built.

Since the release of the Housing 
Statement, the Minister for Planning has 
intervened or fast track homes to approve 
10,700 homes in the past 12 months, 
a more than 100 per cent increase on 
previous years.

The Development Facilitation Program 
is an accelerated pathway that has 
also seen 16 developments approved, 
unlocking thousands of new homes.

Over the coming months, new reforms 
will be outlined by the state government 
to build even more homes that are well 
serviced by transport, jobs, schools 
and services.

NRHA welcomes funding 
for rural aged care

THE Federal Government’s announcement 
of a $900 million investment to enhance 
aged care services in rural and remote areas 
is a vital step towards ensuring that older 
Australians, regardless of their postcode, 
can access the high-quality, safe aged care 
they deserve, according to the National Rural 
Health Alliance (NRHA).

“We know that older people living in 
rural, regional and remote Australia face 

increasing the risk of poorer quality of life 
and premature death,” said NRHA Chief 
Executive, Susi Tegen.

“People who prefer to stay in community 
and need the support of living in residential 
aged care are often forced to move hundreds 
of miles away because local aged care 
infrastructure is not there or suitable. This 
takes them away from family and friends and 
the surrounding sights and smells that they 
know and love.”

The allocation of $600 million for the 
Support at Home initiative, combined with 
an additional $300 million for infrastructure 
improvements, shows commitment to 
addressing the unique challenges faced 
by aged care providers in thin, and often 
no, markets.

Road maintenance on 
the table for the future
THE Victorian Government is rolling out a 
major road maintenance blitz to rebuild, repair, 
and resurface roads right across Victoria, 
fuelled by the largest single-year investment 
in road maintenance in the state’s history.

Minister for Roads and Road Safety 
Melissa Horne recently launched the $964 
million road maintenance blitz.

“We’re investing nearly a billion dollars to 
rebuild and repair the roads that Victorians 
depend on every single day from the highways 
connecting our major centres to the local 
roads that keep our communities moving,” 
Ms Horne said.

“Crews will be out delivering $2.6 million 
of works every day for a year, with around 
70 per cent of all funding going towards our 
regional roads.

“The last Liberal National Government 
cut roads maintenance funding and jobs. 
We’re getting on and delivering the biggest 
single-year investment in road maintenance 
in Victoria’s history.”

An army of road workers will begin 
delivering the equivalent of $2.6 million 
worth of works for every day of the year, 
with around 70 per cent of funding going to 
regional Victoria. 

Over the next nine months, crews will 
complete thousands of projects on our 
network, ranging from road rehabilitation 
and resurfacing, to patching potholes and 

and road infrastructure.

To deliver major works such as road 
rebuilding and rehabilitation, there must 
be extended periods of warmer and drier 
conditions, which is why most work is done 
between now and May each year, ensuring 
repairs last.

Repeated flooding and above-average 
rainfall caused unprecedented damage to our 
roads which meant our maintenance program 
needed to focus on rebuilding damaged roads 
last year. Simply resurfacing these roads 
would not have prevented further degradation.

damaged roads is complete, resurfacing and 

during the upcoming maintenance season.
The blitz will target the state’s busiest travel 

and trade routes, with works set to be delivered 
on the Hume Freeway, the Princes Highway, 
the Western Highway, the Goulburn Valley 
Highway and Echuca-Mooroopna Road.

Other roads set to be repaired include 
Terang-Mortlake Road, Mornington-
Flinders Road, Horsham-Kalkee Road and 
Tylden-Woodend Road.

These roads were prioritised based on 
expert assessments and community feedback, 
ensuring that upgrades are focused where 
they’re most needed.

works, with priority given to repairing 
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ANIMAL SERVICES

Taggerty

Vet Clinic
Dr Rebecca Parth

BVSc
0403 012 996

Consultations strictly
by appointment

All Animals 
Large & Small

Christopher Edwards
0405 554 915

info@chris-tv.com.au
Sec Reg: 997-462-60s

• TV & FM radio antennas 
• Extra TV wall points
• Surround sound systems
• Data points & mesh WIFI

• Starlink, VAST & Foxtel installs 
• TV brackets & wall mount TVs
• Home theatre
• CCTV security systems

Fully InsuredFully Registered

ANTENNAS

At Alexandra Service Centre we 

• Log book servicing
• General servicing
• Fleet car servicing
• Mechanical repairs
• RACV Roadside Assist
• Towing
•
• Roadworthys
• Trailer servicing
•
• Auto electrical repairs 
•

We now have several courtesy cars 
available when booking a service or repairs

AUTOMOTIVE

Abela Total Bathroom Renovations

Contact Jamie: 0422 609 777

Bathroom Renovations 
and Shower Repairs

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CALL SIMON GOODMAN

0409 997 632

DOMESTIC COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

SKIP BINS
22 BON ST, ALEXANDRA

Alexandra
Builders Waste
Household Waste

6m Walk In Bins
3m Bins

LW
C

01
93

BIN HIRE

BLINDS & CURTAINS

Alexandra
BRICKLAYING

CONCRETE & PAVING
No job too big or too small

Free quotes
Call Jarrod, James and Corey

0409 190 502

EM
C

00
32

BRICKLAYING

NEW HOMES EXTENSIONS
RENOVATIONS  DECKS 

 SWIMMING POOLS

SCOTT HILL
Registered Builder

0439 730 824

RBP - DBU 47736   HIA 1169777

info@hbiconstructions.com.au
hbiconstructions.com.au

BUILDERS & CARPENTERS

Stain removal 
Urine treatment 
Upholstery cleaning
Carpet steam cleaning 
Tile and grout cleaning 

Ph 0427 322 124 
admin@gvrestorations.com.au  

CARPET CLEANING

EMC0120

ALEXANDRA 
CHIMNEY SWEEP

Solar Panel Cleaning
Annual cleaning
recommended

Phone David 0475 396 772 or 
Robyn 0413 299 154

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

Fleetwood Concreting
If it’s concrete you need, phone Mac!

Any style - any size
• Driveways • Paths • Slabs • Foundations

• Steps • Crossovers
• Plain • Coloured • Stencil • Slate

or • Exposed Aggregate

All excavations and concrete cutting

Phone 0418 534 973

CONCRETING

Debra Loveday
5772 2500

71 Grant Street, Alexandra
debra@sargeantsm.com.au

Conveyancing throughout Victoria

CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY  CONVEYANCING & PROPERTY
TRANSFER SPECIALISTSTRANSFER SPECIALISTS

CONVEYANCING

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Electrical Technology
• Eco Smart Electrician • Domestic / Commercial

• Undergrounds • Electrical Design
• Cable Locations • Trenching

• Solar Installations

Ph 5751 0000
info@e-tec.net.au

www.etecelectrical.com.au Rec No 12906EMC0060

ELECTRICIANS

ELECTRICIANS

Sunnyboy Electrical Services
EILDON

Do es c  o ercial an  Solar 

Electrical Installa ons

Ne  ouses an  enova ons

0498 196 986

EM
C

00
22

0439 842 030

- COMMERCIAL

- SPLIT SYTEMS

- NEW INSTALLATIONS

- MAINTENANCE

- INDUSTRIAL

- UNDERGROUNDS

- NEW HOMES

- BREAKDOWNS

EMC0082

Phone 5773 4242 Mobile 0428 577 951

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

BUXTON EXCAVATIONSBUXTON EXCAVATIONS
• House and Shed Sites
• Side Cuts / Driveways
• Drainage / Erosion Works 
•
•
•
•
•

Darren Darren 
0447 198 7400447 198 740
Barney Barney 
0488 016 8200488 016 820

EXCAVATION & EARTHMOVING

---- FOR HIRE ----
   D6T dozer                    D5M dozer
   Cat 12 h/grader           Tipper 
   16T excavator              Water cart
                    Hay and Silage
Ernie Hadfield (20 years experience) 

0429 931 127

EXCAVATOR HIRE

Servicing the Murrindindi Shire
for 35 years

on site 24 hour service
Automotive glass 
Household needs 
Shower screens 

Shop fronts 

Ph Steve Heard
YOUR LOCAL GLAZIER

0427 577 839

ALEXANDRA 
WINDSCREENS

& GLASS

GLAZIERS

Phone: 5772 1002
Email: reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au
Deadline: 12 noon Thursdays
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Alexandra Newspapers | 43 Grant St, Alexandra VIC 3714 | P: (03) 5772 1002

facebook.com/alexandranewspapers

Like us on facebook CALL NOW!
5772 1002
or email us on
reception@
alexandranewspapers.com.au

having a celebration?

need
invitations?

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU

MATH SQUARES

MAZE

Custom built kitchens, 3D kitchen design,
Granite and Reconstituted stone, laundries,

Creative design and quality,
 vanities, wardrobes

0409 146 465
38 Johnston St, Alexandra

sales@murrindindikitchens.com

EM

KITCHENS

LEGAL SERVICES

1560 Goulburn Valley Highway, Alexandra

EM
C

01
39

Louise Brennan

Mobile 0418 414 875
Phone 5773 2298 Fax 5773 2294

K
M

C
00

09

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Alexandra Motorcycles

VACC MEMBER
65 Downey Street (near secondary college)

PH 5772 1045

  l cenced tester  yre tt n  ser ce
• Road, Enduro, Quad repairs

• er icin  or popular rands • Honda spare parts

EM
C

44
59

ANDREW WOOD
0488 559 091

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, GAS FITTING, HOT WATER SERVICES, 
SEWER, SEPTIC, HEATING & EMERGENCY SERVICE

PLUMBERS

Masterplanning, Urban and Regional Planning, 
Strategic and Statutory Planning, Strategic 

Foresight, approvals, due diligence, feasibility 

 Ph 0419 006 014, 66 Grant Street, Alexandra
 admin@navyblueplanning.com.au

 navyblueplanning.com.au

PLANNING SERVICES

EM
C

01
12

SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

0357721205 | www.simpsonsfuel.com.au

Supplying bulk fuels to your farm or business.

Lubricant specialists, catering for all your needs
with Mobil and Prolube lubricants,

greases and solvents.

24
HRS

Ampol Alexandra

Ampol Eildon

Mansfield Diesel Stop
24

HRS

SERVICE STATIONS

SHEDS

Advanced 
TREE CARE

Servicing N.E. Victoria

Tree Removal Chipping Qualified 
Climbers & Arborists Fully Insured

Falling Mulching Stump Removal 
Tower Hire  Free Quotes

0449 810 683
(03) 5778 7479

Please call 
Michael on

• Commercial and residential block clearing

• Deadwood and weight reduction

• 24-hour emergency call outs

• Tree and stump removal

• Pruning and shaping

• 3.6 Tonne excavator

• Insurance works

• Storm damage

oval

NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Andrew Bates: 0488 990 393
Kate Hill: 0407 555 440

FULLY
INSURED

TREE & STUMP REMOVALS
Servicing Murrindindi and Mansfield Shires

5778 9603     JASON     0413 671 066

TREE SERVICES

MM00039

WATER BORING

MOBILE
WELDING
0428 173 331

EST 1998

WELDING

GLAZIERS

Rob - 0439 141 812

• Residential And Co mmercial 
       Glass Replacement
• New Wo rk
• Quality Do ub le Glazing
• Mirro rs
• Splash-Backs
• Sho wer Screens
• Pet Do o rs Into  Single And 
       Do ub le Glazed
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Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm
Ph 5772 1002
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CHAINSAW McCulloch.
Just serviced. Old and in 
good working condition. 
$80. Phone 0408 173 338.

BARGAINS
UNDER $100

CARAVAN, 
CRUSADER 
EXCALIBUR DUKE
21ft dual axle. Rego 
D61140, registered August 
2022. Luxury caravan 
with queen bed, leather 
café seating, diesel heater, 
dual bike rack, outdoor 
slide out kitchen, solar 
panels, rear camera, large 
front toolbox with slide 
outs both sides, separate 
bathroom, washing 
machine, fan forced full 
oven, grill and gas/electric 
cooktop, microwave, large 
3-way fridge and freeze. 
Two Sirroco swivelling 
fans, reverse cycle
air-conditioning, double 
glazing, full height pantry, 
32 inch swivel mounted 
television, two large ceiling 
hatches, Aussie Traveller 
annex with floor, draught 
skirt, anti-flap kit and 
curved roof rafters. Full 
service history available. 
Basically has only travelled 
three winter trips north 
plus a little local travel. 
Immaculate presentation, 
would suit new caravan 
buyer. Genuine reason for 
selling. Ideal set up for 
grey nomads. Priced to sell 
at $89,000. Call Russell on 
0408 972 776 for further 
details and to arrange an 
inspection.

DEALS 
ON WHEELS

DEATH NOTICES

Rental and Sales
Alexandra

Treadmills, X- trainers, 
exercise bikes, rowers

and more.
PH:0407 231 377

FOR HIRE

CONTAINER, 40ft.
Good condition. Located 
Alexandra. Local delivery 
can be arranged. $5000. 
Ph Glenn 0477 991 411.

FOR SALE

Redgate Alexandra 
Branch of the CWA 

of Victoria Inc.
Annual General 

Meeting will 
be held on

Thursday, October 
31, 2024 at 10 am
at the CWA Rooms 
in Perkins Street, 

Alexandra.
More information 
please call Sue 
Wynn, president 

on 0412 435 946.

MEETINGS

Notice of AGM
Yellow Creek 
Dairy Creek 

Landcare Group 
commencing 

4pm Saturday, 
October 26, 2024 

at 17 Sichlau’s 
Road, Yea. 

Barbecue will 
follow. 

Secretary 
Yellow Creek Dairy 

Creek Landcare 
Group 

The Annual 
General Meeting 
of ADNA will be 

held at Alexandra 
Community Shed,
McKenzie Street, 

Alexandra on
Wednesday, 

October 30 at 7pm.
Contact secretary, 
Cassandra Fraser
0418 538 964 or
Juniorb.netball@

gmail.com

The next general 
meeting for the 
Alexandra RSL will be  
held on Sunday, October 
20, at noon, followed by 

a light luncheon.

The Alexandra 
Football Netball 
Club AGM will 
be held at the 

club rooms at 6pm 
on Tuesday, 

October 22, 2024.  
 Everyone 
welcome.  

 Any queries 
please contact 
Kylie Cairns or
 Ray Steyger.

ISA BROWN LAYERS
- POL, $30 each. Phone 
5798 1868. Pick-up in 
Alexandra or Yea.
beckysfreerange@gmail.com

PETS & 
LIVESTOCK

ClassifiedsClassifieds
Call 5772 1002 now to book your ad today!

Fax 5772 1603 or Email reception@alexandranewspapers.com.au

COX, Philip John.
Proud father of Andrew 
and Elizabeth. Poppy to 
Tyler, Eli, Zahli, William, 
Maddison, Quade, Jacoby 
and Theodore. Finally 
reunited with his beloved 
Sharron. Forever missed.

COX, Phillip John 
(COXY). THE Eildon 
Golf Club committee 
and its members extend 
our deepest condolences 
to Philip’s family and 
friends on the passing of 
our past president and life 
member. Still remember 
the funny fine sessions 
after golf, RIP Coxy.

Shocking 
lung data for 

Victorians
THE Lung Foundation Australia released 
new survey results that have exposed a 
dangerous gap in workers’ understanding 
of silicosis, a lung disease that poses an 
ongoing threat to 600,000 Australian 
workers in construction, mining/
quarrying, manufacturing, and tunnelling.

Victorian respondents revealed 37 
per cent of Victorian workers never 
think about their lung health. This is 

average of 22 per cent.

The results showed only eight per 
cent of Victorian workers are worried 
or very worried about their lung health. 
Knowledge of silicosis’ symptoms is 
lowest in Victoria, with 70 per cent of at 

risk workers not knowing the symptoms 
of silicosis and 82 per cent not knowing 
that the disease can be asymptomatic.

Knowledge of affected industries is 

only 38 per cent of Victorians knowing 
Tunnelling is a high risk industry.

have discussed silicosis or lung health 
with their GP, which is the lowest rate 
in Australia.

Silicosis is referred to as the new 
asbestos, workers continue to be exposed 
to silica dust despite the engineered stone 
ban in the form of sand and sandstone, 
granite, manufactured stone, concrete and 
mortar, demolition dust, and limestone.

Motorcycle 
safety 
is vital

OCTOBER is Motorcycle awareness 
month, time to shine a light on safety 
for motorcycle riders.

Earlier in the month Victoria Police 
reported that there is a ten year high for 
motorcycle fatalities between January 
and September, with 52 motorcyclists 
killed already on our roads, compared 
to 53 in all of 2023.

More than half of this year’s 
motorcycle fatalities occurred on roads 
with a posted speed limit between 70 
km/h and 110km/h and at least 60 per 
cent of motorcycle fatalities have been 
multi vehicle collisions, and failing to 

common factors.

According to the Transport Accident 
Commission (TAC) there have sadly 
been two motorcyclist fatalities in the 
Murrindindi Shire, and claims involving 
hospitalisation from March 31, 2023 to 
March 2024 were around 30 cases.

Simple actions that drivers can take to 
reduce the risk of a crash are, indicate 
your intention to turn or change lanes 
well in advance and when changing 
lanes, use mirrors and head checks 
to make sure blind spots are clear, 
give motorcyclists enough room to 
manoeuvre, and make eye contact with 
riders, so they know they’ve been seen.

Rider awareness to increase safety 
for themselves and other road users 
can be to make sure of road surface 
and driving conditions that may affect 
your ride, take notice of surroundings 
at all times, keep a safe distance from 
other vehicles and roadside objects, wear 
bright clothing and ensure protective 
clothing is worn, use lights and ride 
in the correct position on the road, be 
predictable, indicate, and keep pace with 

learn how other road users think and 
respond, ride in a manner appropriate 
to the road conditions, and consider 
advanced training.
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by Dr Charles Bayly-Jones
FORMER Alexandra Secondary College 
Dr Charles Bayly-Jones has made a 
world-first breakthrough alongside his 
team at Monash University, capturing and 
visualising LYCHOS.

LYCHOS is a molecular switch that turns 
cell growth on and off, and with more research 
could hold potential for cancer treatment.

Dr Charles Bayly-Jones is an Australian 
Research Council Discovery Early Career 
Research Award fellow and postdoctoral 
research fellow at Monash University. He 
is a proud alumnus of public education at 
Alexandra Secondary College and attributes 
his curiosity to his country upbringing.

He took the time to write an article 
explaining his breakthrough.

Putting cancer on a diet

clockwork, it moves its leaves back and forth, 
tracking the sun. Quietly, consistently, every 
day, for years. But this humble companion of 
mine has been keeping secrets. Secrets that 
might just be the key to tackling cancer.

Licking my lips from an indulgent big 
breakfast, cholesterol courses through my 
veins and spreads into my tissues. Who can 
say no to crispy bacon, right?

But cholesterol is not just an awkward guilt-

an essential nutrient. Our cells and tissues 
need cholesterol to build their membranes, 
the ‘skin’ of a cell, and copy themselves.

In 2022 scientists in the US discovered a 
molecular switch, LYCHOS, that turns cell 
growth on or off. When cholesterol levels 
are high, the switch is on; when cholesterol 
is low, the switch turns off.

Cells grow and divide all the time, and old 
cells die. This way our tissues can heal after 
injury and our bodies mature as we age. The 

key to health is balance. Too much growth? 
Cancer. Too little growth? Damage.

Proteins, like LYCHOS, are nanoscopic 
molecular machines that keep the balance. 
They cut, glue, pull, push, deliver, copy, edit, 
detect, and much, much more. A whole world 
of nanoscopic machines hides within us, 
never stopping, abuzz with energy, keeping us 
alive. This world makes Willy Wonka’s world 
of pure of imagination look like a Soviet-era 
concrete gymnasium in comparison.

Biologists try to make sense of this chaos. 
The best way to understand a machine, is 
to watch it in action, pull it apart, and put it 
back together again. But, how do you do that 
when the machine is a hundred million times 
smaller than this page?

I’m a part of a team of Australian and 
international scientists from Monash 
University that have access to the world’s 
most powerful microscope. Like the ENAIC 
or IBM mainframe computer of the 1950s, 

room hums with electronics, blinking lights, 
pneumatic actuators click and clack, and 
occasionally the microscope screams as a 
gush of pressurised nitrogen gas is vented. 
We’re talking real-world steam punk.

By using blisteringly cold liquified 
nitrogen, we instantly freeze molecules in 
time. Analogous to an X-Ray, we collect 
millions of images of these molecules using 
electrons. This can take days. Finally, using 
computer algorithms we reconstruct a three-
dimensional view of the molecule.

In a major breakthrough discovery 
published in Nature, we used this technology 
to capture and visualise LYCHOS in a world-

clinicians can begin to understand how 

and cancer.

see LYCHOS, we realised it looked just like 

a plant protein. Now if two machines look 
alike, the chances are they do similar things. 
In plants, these machines control tropisms – 
the way my plant follows the sun or how a 
seedling knows which way is up and which 
is down.

In LYCHOS, evolution has repurposed 
the plant machines to detect cholesterol. We 
believe that the development of new drugs 
to switch off LYCHOS might just be key to 
putting cancer on a diet. And I can go back 
to enjoying my bacon and eggs, sorry Doc.

The Australian Cancer Council estimates 
that one in two Australians will experience 
cancer of some form or another. As biomedical 

from decades of plant research. This head start 
is why fundamental discovery research is so 
important. After all, who could’ve predicted 
that my unassuming plant companion would 
inspire new cancer treatments?

Dr Charles Bayly-Jones, former student at Alexandra Secondary College. -S

Local alumni behind the microscope

Call for leaders in agriculture
THE National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
recently opened applications for its National 
Agriculture Leadership Program (NALP).  

opportunities for emerging leaders in the 
agriculture sector, including mentoring, 
policy development guidance, and meetings 
with parliamentarians.  

NFF President, David Jochinke, said the 
program is targeted at Australians aged 
under 35.  

“It’s an honour to encourage the next 
generation of leaders to follow their passion 
and grow their leadership potential,” Mr 
Jochinke said.  

“By fostering a young person’s 
interest in advocacy, we’re helping to 

grow a diverse, informed, and articulate 
agricultural leadership.

“The program immerses our participants 
in the policy and advocacy worlds; they’ll 
have the opportunity to tour Australian 
Parliament House and meet with federal 
politicians and government departments, 
and be mentored by leading policy experts,” 
Mr Jochinke said.  

said the limited spots in the NALP are 
always hotly contested. 

“We’re excited to add more graduates 
to the impressive cohort of National 
Agricultural Leadership Program alumni 
in 2025,” he said.

“I encourage everyone with a passion for 
agriculture and an interest in leadership 
to apply. Applications are only open for 
a month, so please don’t delay if you’re 
interested in this fantastic program.”

Program participants will meet up for 
a three-day advocacy retreat in Canberra 
where they’ll be matched with an industry 
leader and work on a policy project.

The program kicks off in February 2025 

Telstra is the proud sponsor of the National 
Agricultural Leadership Program and have 
passionately supported the growth of young 
leaders since the program’s inception.  

Applications are open until November 14. 
Find out more at nff.org.au/nalp/  
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Busy month for 
Alexandra Golfers

by Elizabeth Goss

CHAMPIONSHIPS started last week 

round. It was also time for Octobers 
monthly medals.

The ladies medal went to Bronwyn 
Howell with 105 (30) 75, it also gave her 
a good start to the championships. The 
runner up was Julie Lyon 97 (20) 77 on 
a countback from Sandy Wettenhall 104 
(27) 77. Nearest the pin on the second 

went to Barb Doyle, on the seventh to 
Sandy Wettenhall and on the 18th to 
Donna Meggitt. Ruth Worland won the 
nine holes and Julie Lyon the fewest 
putts with 30. Next Wednesday, October 
23 is stroke and the third round of 
the championships.

Matt Richards won the day on Saturday 
and the men’s medal with 75 (2) 73. The 
runnerup was Simon Rouget 92 (17) 75 
on a three-way count back from Alan 
Kirkpatrick 102 (27) 75 and Shane 

McGorlick 86(11)75. Next came Steve 
Darmody 90 (22) 76 on a countback 
from Dave Silverman 88 (12) 76. Nearest 
the pin on the second went to Sharyn 

on the seventh to Luke Heard, and on the 
18th to John Steer. Matt Richards had the 
fewest putts with 28.

Saturday, October 19 is the second round 
of the club championships.

Brad Newton was the winner on 
Tuesday with (12) 38 points. The runner 
up was Dave Silverman (12 )33 points 
followed by Leo Dynes (20) 32 points. 
Nearest the pin on the seventh went to 
Brad Newton, and on the 17th to Russell 
Purcell. Ball Rundown was Russell 
Purcell and John Greatorex.

Don’t forget the cook run on Thursday 
evenings at 5pm.

Good News the Junior clinics will start 
on Monday, October 21.

Squash is back
by Kristelle Leary

Kangaroos versus Echidnas
JORDAN versus Ethan: Jordan won two games 
and drew the third but Ethan concentrated 
on his serves and shot placement to win the 

match. 61 to 59.
Mick versus Matt: Coming out strong, 

margin. Mick came back to win the third but 
lost his mojo in the fourth, handing the match 
to Matt. 63 to 50.

with some excellent shots. Justin took a 
couple of games to get the measure of his 
opponent before running Simon around to 
court and taking a solid win. 72 to 54.

James. Jack managed to reign his opponent 
in to keep the last half close, but the damage 
was done, and James took home the victory. 
68 to 49.

Platypus versus Wombats
TYLER versus Lochlan: The match looked to 
be won in game three with Lochlan leading by 
eight points, but Tyler rose to the occasion and 

points to draw the match. 54 to 54.

had some great shots and placement. Chris 
came out ready to play and had a good 
lead going into the fourth game. Kristelle 

but left her run too late. Chris was victorious. 
64 to 59.

Michael M versus Daniel W: A strong start 
from Daniel. Both players fought back well 
with great dedication, hard hitting, good 
rallies and a racquet bent while hitting the 
opponent. Daniel did the ground work in the 
beginning to become champion. 53 to 46.

John versus Jim. With a combination of 
great long and short shots, Jim was beating 
John at his own game and had an eight 
point buffer after game two. John played an 

him back into contention until Jim steadied 

Lions versus Leopards
BLAKE versus Beth: With a spring in her 
step, Beth started the match with a win. Blake 

Unfortunately for him, he left it too late, and 
Beth had sailed through to the winners circle. 
59 to 51.

Jodie versus Kristelle: Jumping into the 
fray, Jodie was a beast. She took points with 
beautiful serves and boasts the Kristelle 

victor. 63 to 43.

half for Michael. Stuart spent the match trying 
to play catch up. The last two games were a 
draw, leaving the win to Michael. 71 to 57

Panthers versus Cheetahs
REECE versus Jess: A very close competition. 

as Reece got back into the swing of things. By 

last two games and the match. 59 to 56.
Sam versus Travis: Always an entertaining 

match. Sam gave himself a good buffer in 

came for him in the next two games. Reeling 

match. 59 to 55.
Phil versus Jim: Jim annihilated Phil in the 

his game and made it harder for Jim, however 
Jim still won every game and subsequently 
the match. 62 to 38.
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Alexandra Pony Club Rally prepares 
riders for upcoming show

ON Sunday, October 6, Alexandra Pony Club 
held a special rally to get everyone ready 
for the upcoming show. The day kicked off 
with all members participating in a show 
preparation session led by Elissa and Sally. 
Chase’s horse, Chino, proved to be the perfect 
model for tail braiding, while Annabelle’s 
little mare was up next, showcasing how to 
neatly plait a mane. Riders and their parents 
were given some valuable tips on cleaning 
tack and getting horses looking pristine for 
the show ring.

The ponies certainly didn’t mind all 
the pampering, as everyone got stuck into 
grooming, plaiting, and trimming any stray 
bits of hair. After a well-deserved morning 

riding and presenting a horse in the show 
ring. Some groups worked on lead-line events, 
while others practiced for the ridden classes. 
Everyone learned a bit more about show ring 
etiquette, how to respect the judge, work 
alongside other competitors, and handle the 
competition with style.

Nicky was also on hand to help riders 
walk a showjumping course, guiding them 
through stepping out distances before taking 
on the jumps. A full course was set up, giving 
everyone the chance to practice ahead of the 
big day. Excitement is building as Alexandra 
Pony Club prepares to run not only a Pony 
Club show ring but also a Freshman’s Show 
Jumping ring, open to all riders.

With the club’s facilities recently improved 
after a successful working bee (shout out 
to Brent for the new kitchenette), it was a 
pleasure to make use of the upgrades. The 
club looks forward to seeing some members 
the Friday evening before the show to help 
set up the showjumping course.

We wish all our members the best of 
luck with their practice, preparation, and 
competition on the big day.

Ted and Barbie navigating the Show jumping course. -S Sally coaching Annabelle, Ava, and Ella. -S

Pony club members at the recent working bee. -S
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Cricket has begun
by Scott Whitehead

Merton 
cricketers take 
on Yarrawonga

Second round of club championships 
for Marysville Golfers

by Lesley Rundle

A happy trio of golfers from Yea, Seymour, and Marysville at the ladies tournament. -S
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Athletics season 
off to a great start 

in Murrindindi
by Elissa Page-Hilder

THE Murrindindi Little Athletics Club kicked off its new season last Saturday, and what a 
start it was. With a big turnout and perfect weather, athletes of all ages were able to enjoy a 

The day began with some light warm ups, including jogging, games, stretches, and a few 
skill exercises for events like the high jump and shot put. After warming up, the athletes 

metre race, shot put, discus, high jump, and sprints. The sun was shining, and the blue skies 
added to the vibrant energy as everyone worked hard to set some initial times and distances 
to challenge for the rest of the season.

A big shoutout goes to the barbecue volunteers, Sharell and Jacqui, for keeping everyone 
fed and energised, and to Coles for their generous sponsorship, providing boxes of bananas 
for the athletes each Saturday.

The club is all about fostering a positive attitude towards a healthy and active lifestyle, 
creating a welcoming environment for kids of all abilities. It’s no wonder so many families 
come back year after year, the community feel is undeniable. While personal bests are the 
main goal for most, there are plenty of opportunities to excel at regional events or participate 
in development days at other centres in our region.

On that note, a huge congratulations to two of Murrindindi’s own Levi Campbell and 
Chase Hilder, who have been selected to represent the Northern Country Region in the 
Little Athletics Victoria 60 Year Region Challenge. They’ll be competing on October 20 at 
Duncan Mackinnon Reserve in Murrumbeena. Best of luck to them as they aim to bring 
home some points for their region.

If you’re interested in getting involved or just want to give it a try, the club is offering 
two free trial days. Check out the Murrindindi Little Athletics Centre Facebook page for 
more details.


